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 “All creation is a song of praise to God”  
 

 

 

 

Summer – for those of us fortunate enough - is a time for holidays 

and relaxation.  We have the opportunity to slow down and to enjoy 

the beauty of our world.  Sunshine, warmth and landscapes of sea, 

hills and countryside help us to identify with the words of Hildegard 
of Bingen,  “All creation is a song of praise to God”  
 

 

This edition of „Just.Now focuses on the 

environment, which in the words of Pope 

Benedict XVI is „Gods gift to all people„  
 

The World Environment Day - June 5th 2010 

and the Irish Bishops‟ Pastoral Letter - „The 

Cry of the Earth‟ - calls us to reflect on our 

relationship with the earth.  The Vincentian 

Partnership for Social Justice acknowledges 

with gratitude the generosity of Fr. Brian 

O‟Toole C.S.S.p.,  I.M.U. in allowing us to 

use his commentary on the Pastoral Letter  

as the centre piece of this number of 

Just.Now.   
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The Cry of the Earth  

Irish Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on Climate Change 
 

This pastoral letter (10.11.2009) addresses the most-pressing issue of 

our times: the potentially catastrophic effects of climate change and 

global warming. The pastoral seeks to raise awareness of the importance 

and urgency of taking steps to reverse global warming. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Cry of the Earth marries science, good theology, prayer and action. It calls 

for an „ecological conversion‟ from everyone, especially in the way we use fossil fuel. 

It proposes that truly tackling climate change requires a paradigm shift in the way 

we understand humankind‟s relationship with the world around us. Rather than 

speaking of the „environment‟ the pastoral speaks of „creation‟ and the need to 

respect the integrity of creation. This created world is held in a delicate balance 

and requires human beings to be good stewards of creation. The pastoral tries to 

nudge the focus from being utterly human-centric and towards placing our 

existence within a complex fragile and intrinsically valuable web of life. In the past, 

some strands of theology tended to emphasise the mastery of humanity over 

creation without reference to the awesome responsibility shared by the inhabitants 

of this planet to ensure that creation is protected from harm. In this regard the 

pastoral quotes form Pope Benedict‟s Caritas in Veritate: “…we must recognise our 

grave duty to hand the earth on to future generations in such a condition that they 

too can worthily inhabit it and continue to cultivate it” (CV n.50) 

 



 

 

 
 

The Cry of the Earth scores well on social justice, particularly between the rich 

(polluting) world and the poor who must first bear the cost. The pastoral supports the 

„Polluter Pays‟ principle which holds that those most responsible for causing 

environmental pollution should be held most liable for its consequences. Ireland‟s 

disastrous 130% increase in transport sector emissions between 1990 and 2007 is 

rightly chided. So too are the lax building and planning regulations up until 2008 that 

made it profitable for builders to throw up a chaotic sprawl of poorly insulated houses. 

The Cry of the Earth emphasises that each parish and every person has a duty to take 

personal responsibility for the safeguarding of creation. Many suggestions for taking 

small steps and bigger ones are listed in the section „What can our Parish Do‟? There is a 

focus on the personal level of change; are there wasteful practices that we have 

developed in our work lives or in our homes? are there ways to reduce our energy 

consumption? To propose the need for lifestyle change the pastoral returns to Caritas in 
Veritate: “…this invites contemporary society to a serious review of its lifestyle, which, 

in many parts of the world, is prone to hedonism and consumerism, regardless of their 

harmful consequences. What is needed is an effective shift in mentality which can lead 

to the adoption of new lifestyles in which the quest for truth, beauty, goodness and 

communion with others for the sake of common growth are the factors which determine 

consumer choices, savings and investments” (CV n 51). 

The Cry of the Earth is a rich instrument at our disposal to respond to the challenge 

made to Faith Leaders on November 3rd by the UN Secretary General Mr. Ban Ki-Moon 

when he said “You can inspire, you can provide, you can challenge your political leaders 

through your wisdom and through your followers”. 

 



 

Christ our Lord,  

when we remember the sacrifice you made 

for the world,  

remind us that we are called to care for 

the world and its people,  

and challenge us to see how our actions 

change the world.  

Holy Spirit,                                                                                              

Be with us as we act to make a difference. 

A Prayer from St. Francis of Assisi 

Most High, all powerful, good Lord, 

to you all praise, glory and honour and all 

blessing; 

to you alone, Most High, they belong 

and no one is worthy of naming you. 

Praised by you, my Lord, 

with all your creatures, 

especially My Lord brother sun, 

who brings day, and by whom you enlighten us; 

he is beautiful, he shines with great splendour,  

of you, Most High, he is the symbol. 

Praised be you, my Lord, for sister Moon       

and the Stars: 

in the heavens you formed them,  

clear, precious and beautiful. 

Praised by you, my Lord, for Brother Wind  

and for the air and for the clouds,  

for the azure calm and for all climes  

by which you give life to your creatures. 

Praised by you, my Lord, for Sister Water,  

who is very useful and humble,  

precious and chaste. 

Praised by you, my Lord, for Brother Fire,  

by whom you enlighten the night:  

he is beautiful and joyous,  

indomitable and strong. 

Praised by you, my Lord,  

for Sister our mother the earth  

who nourishes us and bears us,  

and produces all kinds of fruits,  

with the speckled flowers and the herbs. 

 

2010 is the 30th anniversary of Pope John Paul 

II’s proclamation of Saint Francis of Assisi as 

patron of the environment 

 

Care for the Environment 
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‘The Earth. . . is a sparkling blue and white jewel. . 

. laced with slowly swirling veils of white. . . like a 

small pearl in a thick sea of black mystery’.      
                            Edgar Mitchell, US Astronaut 

‘O moving force of Wisdom, you encircle the wheel 

of the cosmos, you encompass all that is, all that 

has life, in one vast circle’.          Hildegard of Bingen 

 

 

Lord grant us the wisdom                              

to care for your earth and till it. 

Help us to act now for the good of                 

the future generations and all your creatures. 

Help us to become instruments                     

of a new creation,  

      Founded on the covenant of your love.       

                                                           Amen. 

 


