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The UN International Day for the Eradication of Poverty -  October 17th 2020 - will be marked in a very 

different way this year. In previous years,  and in response to the leadership of ATD Ireland (All Together 

in Dignity), hundreds of people gathered at the Famine Memorial on Custom House Quay, in solidarity 

with people in poverty to mark this important day in the UN Calendar. This year the commemoration 

will be a virtual one. For more details email info@atdireland.ie or phone 01 8558191 

In our world 1 in 10 people live in extreme poverty of whom 1 in 5 are children. It is predicted that as a 

result of Covid 19 another 60 million will enter extreme poverty. In Ireland over two thirds of a million 

people are living with an income below the poverty line and 3 in 10 of these people are children. Covid 

19 is having a devastating impact on many sections of society – Healthcare, Employment, Homelessness, 

Travel and Social Life.  It has changed our way of life. However, the impact is not an equal one. People 

who live with an inadequate income, or in overcrowded conditions, or who are unemployed are among 

the worst affected by Covid 19. The fact that the pandemic disproportionately affects them can be 

overlooked in a situation where the virus has negative consequence for all of us. We need to remember 

that the vulnerable are not just those with underlying health conditions. The Government recognised the 

plight of people made unemployed by the pandemic. The same recognition needs to be extended to 

people whose poverty is now reaching extreme levels because of Covid 19.   

This edition of Just.Now focuses on the impact of Covid 19 on low income households. The VPSJ is 

grateful to Paul Ginnell, Director of the European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN) Ireland, for sharing his 

considerable knowledge and experience with us. 
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The Impact of Poverty and Covid-19                                                                                                   

on Low-Income Families and Vulnerable Groups 

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a particularly devastating impact on people living on low income and in 

vulnerable groups in our society. This is not just in terms of the health impact, but in the terms of the 

increased challenges it has placed on people being able to make ends meet, being able to access 

education, care, health and other essential community services, and on how people engage with each 

other at a basic human level.  

While the initial Pandemic Unemployment Payment of €350 was a positive move to support those who 

lost their jobs as a result of Covid-19 it only served to highlight the inadequacy of existing welfare 

payments to provide people with a decent living. It is regrettable that these payments are now being 

reduced, making them more inadequate in meeting the cost of living. Not taking the opportunity to 

increase existing supports has meant that those families who were dependant on social welfare before the 

crisis hit, have had to make their payments stretch even further and face greater risk of poverty. In the 

early days of the Pandemic the change in the payments schedule (which has since been reversed) from 

weekly to every two weeks also posed additional challenges to those families who have to make their 

inadequate income last for the two weeks while facing increased demands. It was not surprising therefore 

that we heard of families needing increased support with food and other essential items. We are also 

aware of the increased stress and mental health issues facing those households struggling on low incomes, 

often exacerbated because of more limited access to family, friends and community networks as well as to 

more formal supports and services. 

Among other difficulties for low income families, the Covid-19 pandemic has also highlighted and 

reinforced the inequalities that already exist in our education system. Many children already struggle to 

keep up with educational demands while also coping with the complex challenges posed by living in a 

family with an inadequate income, often within a community experiencing similar disadvantages. During 

the lockdown period having to do school work from home meant finding the space and access to a 

computer, inevitably widened the existing inequality in our education system and wider society.  

The wider issues facing children during the pandemic are outlined in a report by the Economic and Social 

Research Institute, which not surprisingly concludes that the impact of the pandemic will be felt the most 

by young people from more disadvantaged backgrounds and those with special educational needs. Other 

reports, such as those by the Covid-19 NGO Group and the Dublin City Community Co-operative, have 

highlighted the impact of Covid-19 on disadvantaged and vulnerable communities and groups in our 

society.  

It is clear that those who are suffering most as a result of the pandemic, and are at greatest risk of 

experiencing the worst impact in the long term, are those who were already living in disadvantaged 

households and communities before it struck, including those living in poverty.  

Before Covid-19 hit there were already almost 700,000 people in Ireland with incomes below the poverty 

line. This is 50,000 more than when the economic crash hit over a decade ago. It was already clear that 

despite record numbers of people in employment and a rapidly growing economy, people were being left 

behind. Unacceptable numbers of people are dependent on food banks and other supports as a necessary 

means of survival, and thousands of families have ended up living in emergency accommodation because 

of unaffordable rents. Many disadvantaged communities are feeling abandoned by the state and face 

multiple challenges, as are groups such as people with disabilities, lone parents, ethnic minorities including 

Travellers, Carers and those in our migration system.  



 

The Covid-19 crisis has served to highlight these inequalities in our society. It is crucial that we do not 

allow these inequalities to be reinforced as a result of the crisis, but instead take the opportunity to 

address them and make our society more just, fair and inclusive.  

Under the 2030 UN Sustainable Development Goals the Irish Government has committed to ending 

poverty and leaving no-one behind. Alongside national targets to reduce poverty in the Roadmap for Social 

Inclusion 2020-2025 this commitment must be kept to the fore in the Government’s plans for how we 

address and recover from this crisis.  

EU leaders and the Irish Government have committed to investing in our economy and society as the way 

out of this crisis and no return to the austerity policies, which ten years ago contributed to a situation 

where one in three of the population were materially deprived as they were unable to afford basic 

essentials.  

The July Stimulus Package was announced on the 23rd July. While it includes many important initiatives, it 

also involved a plan to, over time, move everyone on the Pandemic Unemployment Payment to a 

Jobseekers payment of €203, which is now underway. This is a mistake, which will result in more people 

living in poverty, and a missed opportunity to look at the evidence provided by the Vincentian Partnership 

for Social Justice and set welfare payments on a path which are adequate for a minimum essential 

standard of living, so that those depending on these supports can live a decent and dignified life. 

This must be done alongside providing high levels of investment in quality public services which everyone 

can access and ensuring that all jobs are decent jobs which provide a living wage. 

In June EAPN Ireland published “Rethinking a more Inclusive and Equal Ireland for 2020 and Beyond”. This 

outlines the impact of Covid-19 on the most disadvantaged in our society and the changes that are needed 

to achieve a more just and inclusive society. We will continue to work alongside other organisations, both 

in Ireland and across Europe, committed to delivering these changes, with the aim of ending poverty in all 

its forms, while leaving no-one behind.                               
                                                                                                         Paul Ginnell, Director, European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN) Ireland 

 

 

 

The World Poverty Commemorative Stone      

  Custom House Quay, Dublin, Ireland  



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Prayer of Solidarity 
 

Heavenly Father 
 
For all who have contacted Coronavirus 
We pray for care and healing  
 
For all who are anxious and fearful 
We pray for reassurance and peace 
 
For all who have lost a loved one because of Covid 19 
We pray for consolation, strength and support. 
 
For all who are no longer employed because of  
the pandemic 
We pray for the financial and other assistance they 
need 
 
 For people already in poverty  
We pray that their particular plight may  
be recognised and addressed 
 
For our front-line carers and workers 
We pray for safety and support 
 
For all who are working for a vaccine 
We pray for perseverance and success 
 
For all our sisters and brothers in need and in 
particular for those in the world’s  
most vulnerable countries  
We pray that our own anxieties will not blind us to 
their greater hardships and that we will respond   
with generosity and unselfishness 
 
For all political parties and decision-makers  
We pray for compassion, wisdom and a spirit of 
collaboration  in working for the good of all. 
 
 
 
 

Hope 

Hope means more than just hanging on. 

 
    It is a conscious decision to see the world  
       in a different way than most others see it. 
 
To hope is to look though the eyes of faith to  
    a future not determined by the oppressive  
        circumstances of the present. 
 
To hope is to know that the present reality  
    will not have the last word. 
 
A radical judgement on the present situation  
    is not enough: we need a positive vision  
        of where we are going. 
 
If we are just holding out and hanging on  
    we will not last long. 
 
But if we are beginning to live  
    out new possibilities  
        we can spark a movement of hope. 
 
That is why it is particularly important for people 
    who are trying to build a different future 
        to live now in a way that demonstrates 
            real hope for that future. 
 
I am not speaking of the false optimism and denial 
of reality. 
 
I am speaking of the concrete choice to live  
    in hope despite harsh and dangerous realities. 
 
That choice is an act of faith. 
 
It can only come out of the confidence that God 
    is still God and that come what may 
       nothing will separate us from the love of God 
 
                                                                     Jim Wallis 
 

Reflection and Prayer 

 

 


