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The Gift of Water 
 

Christians worldwide are asked to 

consider water justice as they observe 

Creation Time – Sept 1st – Oct 4th 2013 
 

We can no longer afford to live our lives 

as if there was an infinite supply of 

clean drinking water.  Caring for God’s 

gift of water is a major ethical, 

religious and justice challenge for 

Christians today.   

 

The UN General Assembly declared 2013 

as the UN International Year of Water. 

The purpose of this International Year is 

to raise awareness of the increasing 

challenges facing water management in 

the light of the increase in demand for 

accessible water and the impact of 

climate change.  Today many people live 

in an environment where there is an 

unnecessary shortage of drinking water.  

Many die because of thirst or 

contaminated water. 

 

Water charges will come into force in 

2015.  The Government has pledged to 

reduce the burden for low income 

households.  The added burden of water 

charges, when households are coping 

with property tax, bin charges and other 

levies, make if difficult for many people 

to appreciate the positive aspects of 

water charges.  This edition of 

Just.Now offers a lens through which to 

look at God’s gift of water in the 

Ireland of today. 

 

 

I come from haunts of coot and hern 

I make a sudden sally, 

And sparkle out among the fern, 

To bicker down a valley. 

 

By thirty hills I hurry down, 

Or slip between the ridges, 

By twenty thorps, a little town, 

And half a hundred bridges. 

 

I chatter over stony ways, 

In little sharps and trebles, 

I bubble into eddying bays, 

I babble on the pebbles. 

 

And out again I curve and flow 

To join the brimming river, 

For men may come and men may go, 

But I go on forever. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson  
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Protecting God’s Gift – Water 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Irish are no exception in how we mismanage one of our greatest natural resources.   An 

annual average of 150 wet days (days with 1mm or more of rain) in the east and south east and 

225 wet days in parts of the west provides us with an average yearly precipitation of 1,200mm.  

Little wonder that ‘rainfall’ is a habitual conversational topic with us and also understandable 

how panic set in for some when the Government proposed to meter and charge us for household 

water.  Many ask “Why with so many wet days would our consumption of household water need 

to be paid for?”    
 

An integral part of the function of a democratic Government is to maintain a healthy 

environment in the service of the common good.  Consequently maintaining clean water for all 

citizens must underpin environmental planning.   Much time and energy have been expended in 

both secular and Christian circles to highlight our interconnectedness with nature, a topic 

supported in media circles too.  However, the Water Reform Bill introduced in January 2012 

seems not to subscribe to this thinking.  Rather the Bill is a clear example of an exploitative 

plan lacking the most basic ecological understanding.  

 

The Water Reform Bill correctly outlines the need to provide a continuous supply of clean water 

as a fundamental requirement for society.  However, it is an overt economic strategy which 

aims principally to create jobs and attract foreign direct investment.  In this era of recession 

the strategy certainly has benefits. The plan to fix faulty infrastructure is commendable too.  

But clearly any governmental initiative that is underpinned mainly by economic considerations is 

impoverished particularly when the bill concerns water, our most precious natural resource. 
 

 

Undoubtedly our public water supply needs to be upgraded. However the Water Bill of 2012, 

both in the planning and implementation stages, does not reflect updated ecological thinking. It 

ignores any strategy to heighten public awareness on the need to care for the water which is 

available to us, this is lamentable.  
 

 

The Bill neglected to encourage the value of using ‘grey’ water and the need to conserve the 

water that is pumped into our houses.  Since 1997 this clean, or potable, water arrived into 

private houses free of direct charge, while costing the exchequer €1 billion per year to treat 

it.   An average Irish household of four uses roughly 436 litres of this purified water per day. 

Only 10% of this figure is considered essential to maintain a healthy lifestyle in the kitchen and 

for drinking.  It is in the use of the other 90% of this valuable natural resource that 

awareness raising strategies are urgently required both at a governmental and domestic level.  
 

 

Why should we pay for potable water to complete tasks that less pristine water would do an 

equally good job? Toilets for example are the single largest user of bathroom water and it is 

estimated that we use 40% more than is necessary due mainly to outdated cisterns.  

 

Ecological issues have gained gigantic proportions 

today and are of immense global concern. 

Currently, water which is a vital natural 

resource, is possibly the most hotly debated 

worldwide environmental topic.  This is 

understandable since all life on our planet 

depends on it. Nevertheless humans over time 

both at micro and macro scales have misused 

this most precious of God’s gifts. 



 

Potable water is often the only water available also to complete household tasks like watering 

plants. Yet the Bill offers no encouraging strategy or incentive to conserve the costly pristine 

water or to heighten awareness in regard to the household use of ‘grey’ water.   
 

There is a challenge for us here.  Can we Irish people use our creative imagination, informed by 

ecological values, to become real “protectors of God’s gifts,” Pope Francis, 18.03.2013 -

particularly regarding the gift of water?                                       Sr. Anna Byrne D.C. 
  

 

Ireland Some Facts 
 

 The average daily water consumption per person in Ireland is 148 Litres.  Think of the 

amount of space which 148 litre bottles would occupy.  In a typical household only 4% of 

water is used for drinking and cooking.  There is a need to reuse as much water as possible. 

 In contrast to most countries in the world water supply and sanitation services are provided 

free of charge to domestic users since 1997. 

 The proposed ‘pay for use’ principle is more progressive than the flat fee which was 

abolished in 1997.  The old system did not encourage a responsible use of water. 

 The new system should facilitate a more efficient and eco-friendly use of water and less 

disruption to water supply. 

 Many households will not have water meters when the charges come into force in 2015.  The 

‘assessed charge’ which they will be obliged to pay is not in keeping with a ‘pay for use’ 

system. 

 The Government has promised that the new legislation will reduce the financial burden for 

very low income households 

 Experts point out that it will take at least 10 years of work and investment to replace or 

improve Ireland’s water mains. 

 While we often complain about the frequency and amount of rain we experience we still need 

to protect this precious resource.  It is easy to overlook the fact that water must be 

treated to drinking standards and then distributed to us. 

 Less than 1% of the world’s fresh water is accessible for human use.  In Ireland we have 

access to treatable water. Worldwide, 1.1 billion people (1 in 6) do not have access to clean 

water.                                                                            

 

What Can You Do? 
 

 Keep a basin in the sink to avoid wasting water 

when you need to turn on the tap. 

 Wash vegetables, fruit and salads, using a basin 

rather than letting the tap run.  Use the water 

for your plants! 

 Reduce the use of your washing machine and 

dishwasher, use only when full, a typical washing 

machine uses 45 litres of water, and a dishwasher 

up to 20 litres. 

 Know how to turn off you water supply!  This could 

save thousands of litres of water and damage to 

your home in the event of pipe burst. 

 Fix leaky taps or water pipes: even a small drip 

from a tap can waste as much as 75 litres of 

water a day.  

 

 

 Turn the taps off: leaving the tap on 

while brushing your teeth or washing your 

hands can pump up to 4 litres of water 

down the drain each time.  

 Take a shower:  A shower uses much less 

water and energy than a bath.  A shower 

uses less than half the amount of water - 

approximately 40 litres a bath uses 100 

litres.                                VOICE                                  

 

 



 Reflection and Prayer 
 

                                                         Water Footprints 
Our Water Footprint is the water we use directly from the tap, and the hidden water  
we consume indirectly in the goods we buy, we each have our personal water footprint.   
There is also our country’s water footprint, the water used to produce the goods  
and services consumed by all of us.  Human water consumption patterns are draining  
global water availability.   VOICE                                                                                                                                          

 
 

                  “Every time we see water, remember it is a gift of God.” 
 

Prayer 
God in heaven, we thank you for the gift of water in our world. Help us to be aware of the millions of men, women 
and children who do not have access to water. Soften our hearts to do all in our power to use water wisely. Create 
in us awareness that, as we reduce our water consumption, we are offering a ‘drink’ to those in other parts of the 
world who do not have the luxury of water in abundance. 
 

Psalm 65 
A drought struck Israel. Farmers feared for the seed in the dry ground. One day one of the water courses dried up. 
The spectre of famine hung over the land. Prayer went up to God day and night. Then it happened. The rains came 
just in time. Weeks later, the psalmist looked out across the lush green fields and sang a song of thanksgiving to 
Yahweh. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer 
God, our Father, we thank you for the wonderful world you have created. 

We thank you for the gift of water that flows through the land. …… 
Help us to bring an end to the misuse, waste and pollution of the water of the earth. 

Teach us to be stewards and guardians of your gift of life-giving water. 
 
                  “When all the waters are polluted ….  
                                                               Only then will you discover you cannot eat money.” 

Cree prophecy 

 
Don’t be a drip! 

Always save water! 
 
                                                   From AEFJN Prayer Leaflet 
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You have visited the land and watered it: 
Greatly have you enriched it 
God’s watercourse are filled 
You have prepared the grain 

 
Thus have you prepared the land: 

Drenching its furrows,  
Breaking its clods, 

Softening it with showers, 
Blessing its yield. 

 
You have crowned the year with your bounty, 
And your paths overflow with a rich harvest, 

The untilled meadows overflow with it, 
And rejoicing clothes the hills. 
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