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Slavery in the 21st Century 
 

The worldwide trafficking of women and children for sexual exploitation is 

the greatest moral outrage of our century. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Yana was tricked into work as a prostitute.  Yana was only 17 when she left Slovakia with a 

man she thought was her boyfriend, to start a new life in Amsterdam. When she arrived, she 

found she would not be leading the life that she dreamed of.  Unknown to her, her boyfriend 

had sold her to brothel owners.    
 

"He led me to a space where there were a couple of men who were saying that I was 
beautiful, that I was sexy and they were basically saying that she is here for us, this is what 
we want her to do… They tore apart my clothes and they raped me."  
 

Yana provides a tragic and deeply emotional testimony of being raped daily and pushed to the 

brink of suicide.  It is a story that everybody should hear. Yana finally escaped after a year 

trapped in Amsterdam.                                           Riga’s sex trafficking ‘industry’ - BBC Report January 2010 

 

She was fortunate.  Many women never escape.  Others are enslaved for many years before 

being thrown on the streets. The trafficking of women is taking place in Ireland. 
 

The 18th of October is the EU day for the eradication of trafficking of human beings.      

This edition of Just.Now presents some facts and figures on this crime against humanity.    

Websites with information on human trafficking: www.ruhama.ie www.aptireland.org  www.justice.ie  

www.stopthetraffik.org   www.catwinternational.org  www.blueblindfold.co.uk www.turnofftheredlight.ie 

 

 

 

 

 

Poverty and Desperation 
 

Far from the bright lights of the stag 

cities is Lunik 9, a decrepit crumbling 

estate in the Slovakian city of Kosice. 

The centre wells of the tower blocks are 

six metres (20ft) deep with rubbish, the 

windows of the apartments have long since 

vanished and sewage runs down the walls 

and through the streets. It really has to 

be seen and smelt to be believed, and it 

is here, amid this poverty and 

desperation, that sex traffickers look for 

and then exploit their victims.  
 

Yana’s Story 
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The trafficking of women into and 

through Ireland 
 

 Over a 21 month period, between 

January 2007 and September 

2008, 102 women are known to 

have been trafficked into or 

through Ireland.  Of the 102 

women, 26 were aware of a further 

64 women who had been trafficked 

into Ireland.  However, the number 

166 is an underestimation.  

Trafficking is illegal and many 

women remain invisible.  It is 

mainly women who escape, or who 

have paid off their unidentified 

captors that come to the attention 

of services. 

 

 11% of the 102 women were 

children at the time they were 

trafficked into Ireland.  Deception 

is a key factor to recruitment. 

Many of the women experienced, 

rape, brutality and imprisonment 

prior to arriving in Ireland.  

 

 The vast majority of women 

trafficked were from African 

countries.  The expansion of the 

EU means increased freedom of 

movement. Nine percent of the 102 

women were trafficked through 

Italy.  Some came through the UK 

via Belfast and are transported to 

other parts of Ireland.  
 

 None of the 102 interviewed knew 

they were being recruited for the 

sex industry.  On arrival in the 

country their papers were taken 

from them.  In most cases the 

woman is not only illegal in the 

country she is also without 

documents. She then becomes 

invisible.   

 

 

 

 

Her existence is one of isolation 

and confinement which makes it 

almost impossible to escape or seek 

help.   
 

Factors predisposing vulnerability 

to trafficking. 
 

Poverty, family dislocation, war, 

violence and childhood abuse are the 

key factors.  Deceptive recruitment – 

where women are promised education, 

employment in domestic and other 

services, is common.  Some women are 

recruited through the promise of 

marriage.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Global gangs prey on poor and vulnerable 

women around the world deceiving them 

with promises of good jobs and a new 

life.  The gangs bring the women to EU 

countries including Ireland.   

They confiscate their passports and 

subject them to a period of de-

sensitisation beatings, rape, threats to 

their families and forced drug use – until 

they agree to do whatever is asked of 

them.  Their life of sexual slavery 

begins.  2009 Report Globalisation, Sex 

Trafficking of Migrant Women in Ireland  

Human Trafficking- Invisible Women 

 



  
 

In June 2008 Ireland passed the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act making it a crime to 

traffic a person to this country.  The Immigration, Resident and Protection Bill provides for a 60 

day – period of recovery and reflection for victims.  

However, investigation of offences under the Act have not led to any convictions.  Organisations 

working with victims of trafficking believe that the definition of trafficked persons according to 

the Act as well as the non provision of strict liability, may hinder successful convictions.  

They also point out that the 60 days Recovering and Reflections permit is not flexible.  It is not 

renewable and cannot be extended.  This makes it unsatisfactory where the victim is 

traumatised/blackmailed and is unable to make a decision to co-operate with the police.  The 

„Leave to Remain on Humanitarian Ground‟ provision is removed in the new immigration bill so 

summary deportation is a real threat to victims.  Legislation is required in which trafficking is 

seen as a crime against the person trafficked not just against the state which is the position at 

present.  Allowing further residence on condition that the person gives evidence is to treat it 

solely as a crime against the state.  
 
 

APT (Action to Prevent Trafficking) to which the VPSJ belongs is lobbying for legislation which 

contains measures to: 
 Provide Temporary Residence Permits for trafficked people  

 Provide for their physical and psychological recovery and reintegration into society 

Organisations which promote the “Turn Off the Red Lights” Campaign - Ruhama, The Immigration Council 

of Ireland and Barnardos call for:   

 The criminalisation of the purchase of sexual acts in addition to criminalising pimping, procuring and 

trafficking of persons for sexual exploitation.  This would make it illegal to buy sex. 

 In recognition of the vulnerability of women exploited in prostitution and trafficking legislation is 

needed that decriminalises the persons who are trafficked/prostituted.      

 (see www.turnofftheredlight.ie)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Can We Do?  
1. Be aware and make others aware.  Speak out! Talk to family, friends and colleagues about 

the vicious reality of trafficking in Ireland.  Lobby for changes in legislation. 

2. Pray for a change of heart on the part of the Traffickers. 

3. Invite someone to speak on Human Trafficking in your Parish, Community, etc.  
 (see front page of Just.Now for list of websites) 

4. Support organisations that are working with or for people who are trafficked e.g. Ruhama  
5. Pray for those whose lives are being destroyed by Human Trafficking. 
6. Pray for those who are raising awareness of Human Trafficking. 

                                                                                      Chigwell Justice and Peace Centre U.K. 

 

Irish Legislation against Human Trafficking 
 

Blue Blindfold Campaign 
Ireland participates in a European Initiative known as 

the G6 Human Trafficking Initiative which includes the 

UK, Poland, Italy, Spain and the Netherlands along with 

Interpol, Europol and Eurojust.  The key theme of the 

campaign is “Don‟t Close Your Eyes to Human 

Trafficking”.  The image of the Blue Blindfold highlights 

the risk of people having their eyes closed and being 

unaware of the crimes that may be going on around 

them.  The campaign is designed to encourage the 

public to share any suspicions with the Gardaí.  A 2009 

study shows that every town in Ireland has a brothel 

and that over 1,000 women and girls are for sale for 

sex in Ireland daily.         (Kelleher et al 2009).   

www.blueblindfold.co.uk 
 

http://www.turnofftheredlight.ie/
http://www.blueblindfold.co.uk/


Prayer and Reflection 

Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?                   

When did we see you a stranger and made you welcome, lacking clothes and clothed you? When 

did we find you sick or in prison and went to see you?  And the King will answer, “in truth I tell 

you, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these sisters and brothers of mine, you did 

it to me.                                                                                         Matt 25:37 

 “The trade in human persons constitutes a shocking offence against human dignity and a grave 

violation of fundamental human rights”.                                                       John Paul II 

“Trafficking women and children is a terrible exploitation of human beings”.         Pope Benedict 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lori was orphaned at nine years old and 

sold by a neighbour to traffickers.                            

She has been exploited and abused for 

over half of her short lifetime.                                

There is no peace for Lori.                                                                              

Please pray with us                      

for all victims of human trafficking.                      
                                 TRAC 

A Prayer for my Sisters’ Keepers 

Compassionate God,                                                                                       

We pray for a loving heart that will heed the 

cries of those who suffer in silence,           

the pain of sexual exploitation.  

                                                

May your spirit inspire us to speak out for 

those who cannot speak, that their freedom 

and human dignity may be respected and 

protected.                                          

Give us the courage to walk in solidarity, 

prayer and action with our sisters and 

brothers.                                            

We pray especially for a change of mind and 

heart in those who perpetrate the evil of 

human trafficking, may your light transform 

our world and beckon us out of darkness into   

a new dawn.               Sr. Angela Cronin O.S.U. 

My Sister’s Prayer 

In the dark of the midnight          

when the storm hides my face,                   

when the clouds roll above me          

and there’s no hiding place           

beneath the crush of the thunder,          

precious God hear my cry,                           

keep me safe till the storm passes by, 

Till the storm passes over and the 

thunder sounds no more,                  

till the clouds roll forever from the sky,                                   

hold me fast, let me stand                  

in the hollow of your arm,               

keep me safe                              

till the storm passes by.                     
                         A Trafficked Woman 

Challenges: Our commitment to Christ mandates us to denounce injustice wherever we find 

it. 

 In our world there is a large reservoir of uneducated, poor, unemployed, hungry people.  

Many seek a better life as migrants.  They are easily, manipulated and controlled.                    

 Many find themselves trapped in situations where they are fugitives from justice, being 

obliged to pay debts. 

 Starving people need to eat.  Businesses like a cheap labour force.                               

 Most of us would prefer to eat in slavery than to starve in freedom. 

 During the 1980s alone more women and children were enslaved by trafficking from Asia 

than all the people sold into slavery from Africa during 400 years of slave trade.        
                                                                                                                       Sr. Maura O’ Donohue  

 Design:  Mary Murphy 




