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Christmas 2012 
 

 

 

Many people in Ireland face this Christmas with a 
growing sense of gloom and powerlessness.  The 
prediction of more austerity measures increases 
anxiety and a sense of hopelessness among many 
low and middle income households.   
 

Yet Christmas is a time for hope when many 
glimpse a different way of living and experience a 
sense of goodwill to all people.  ‘Tidings of Great 
Joy’ proclaimed the coming of Jesus who would 
incarnate a new way of relating to the Father of 
us all and to one another as sons and daughters 
of God.  Right Relationships are at the heart of 
working for social justice, Jesus lived these 
relationships. He is love in action.   
 

As Christians we believe that a different vision 
and way forward from what we have as a country 
at present is possible.  We also believe that we 
are called to work together to create systems and 
policies which promote love of neighbour and 
Right Relationships.  
 

The work of groups such as Social Justice Ireland 
offers a vision of how Ireland could be if 
important human values were respected and 
implemented.  This edition of Just.Now focuses 
on the vision, values and work of Social Justice 
Ireland.   
 

All of us owe Sr. Brigid Reynolds, Fr. Sean Healy 
and Michelle Murphy a debt of gratitude. The 
consistent, systematic and painstaking work of 
Social Justice Ireland gives practical expression to 
their commitment to the establishment of Right 
Relationships at the social and economic levels of 
Irish society.  

We wish all our readers a truly blessed and happy Christmas 

I bring you Tidings of Great Joy 
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‘Reasons for living and hoping’ in a time of economic difficulty 

 

On October 11, 2012 the Catholic community 

celebrated the 50
th

 anniversary of the opening of 

the Council of Bishops from all over the world 

which became known as Vatican II. This Council 

was taking place at a time of great social 

upheaval especially in the developing countries. 

Part of the agenda of this Council was dedicated 

to the concerns of the ‘Modern World’. It was 

strong in the belief that the Church should be a 

place of hope in a distressed world. It noted that 

the “joys and the hopes, the griefs and the 

anxieties of the men and women of this age, 

especially those who are poor or in any way 

afflicted, these too are the joys and hopes, the 

griefs and anxieties of the followers of Christ”  

(Gaudium et Spes No.1). The Council challenged 

the Catholic community to see their role as 

providing a hope filled leadership for the future: 

“The future of humanity lies in the hands of those 

who are strong enough to provide coming 

generations with reasons for living and hoping” 

(Gaudium et Spes No31). 

Now fifty years later, people in Ireland are 

experiencing the result of four years of austerity 

and the consequent struggle of making ends meet. 

Many people and families are suffering the 

economic and emotional pain of unemployment, 

emigration, and debt. There is much fear, anxiety 

and anger in our communities. We are becoming 

a more divided society. 

 

The need for vision 

Today as a Christian community what reasons 

can we give to people which provide motivation 

for living and hoping. We recall the words from 

Proverbs ‘without a vision the people perish’ 

(29:18).  We are called to work with others to 

develop a vision that is realistic, energising and 

hope filled. 

 

The current crisis is an opportunity to fashion a 

new Ireland  which is more equal, fair, just and 

compassionate.  

The central question is: Where does Ireland, and  

Irish society, want to be in 10 years time? We 

need a guiding vision that charts the future 

direction and shape of Irish society; one that 

takes a long-term perspective.  

 

Values to guide our vision 

Vision is based on values and it is important to 

articulate these values. All the decisions we take 

as individuals or as society are based on values. 

We need a debate on values and an agreement on 

the values that will form the basis of our decision 

making as a society. In this context we believe the 

future should be based on the core values of 

human dignity, sustainability, equality and 

human rights, and the common good.  

 

Ireland is not a poor country 

We must remind ourselves that we are not a poor 

country. The United Nations Human 

Development Index of 2011 ranked Ireland as the 

seventh richest country out of 187 countries. We 

have a highly educated population with many 

skills for innovation, creativity, sustainability, 

organisation and administration. We have the 

capacity and the resources to address the current 

problems and produce an outcome that ensures 

there is no needy one among us. It is a question of 

choices.  

 

Social Justice Ireland believes that we can develop 

a vision that will inspire and guide policy towards 

building a society that is just and fair for all.  The 

values already listed guide our work, and they 

are at the core of our vision for an Ireland in 

which all men, women and children (i) have what 

they require to live life with dignity including  



sufficient income (ii) have access to the services 

they need, and (iii) are actively included in a 

genuinely participatory society. 

 

Choices 

The annual national budget is a particularly 

important instrument for determining the shape 

of Ireland into the future. The budget involves a 

series of choices. It is important to evaluate these 

choices and ask who benefits from them and who 

pays the cost of these choices.  We are facing into 

an extremely challenging and difficult budget this 

year.  However it is important that our public 

representatives and policy makers remember that 

budgetary decisions can and sometimes do have 

significant impacts on people which are not 

always positive.    Our choices are informed by 

our values and the choices that are made in the 

national budget are an indication of the values 

which guide the decisions of our public 

representatives.  When evaluating the choices 

made in Budget 2012, the first budget of the new 

Government, the brunt of the burden of choices 

made on expenditure cuts and taxation measures 

was felt by those on lowest incomes.   

 

Budget choices 

As a result of choices made in Budget 2012 the 

poorest 40 per cent of households have seen a fall 

in their incomes of between 2 and 2.5 per cent, 

while the richest 30 per cent of households have 

seen a fall of only 0.7 per cent.  In evaluating 

Budget 2012 it is clear that those who are poor, 

vulnerable and surviving on low incomes paid the 

cost of choices made by Government.  The 

choices made are at odds with the core values of 

human dignity, sustainability, equality and 

human rights and the common good. 

Social Justice Ireland has outlined how it is 

possible to move towards a future built on these 

core values.  Our Budget Choices Policy Briefing 

published in October 2012 is based on these  

 

values.  It is a fully costed alternative budget, 

which fulfils Government’s bailout commitment 

of reducing borrowing by €3.5 billion in 2013, but 

does this in a way which is fair, equitable and 

protects those who are poor, vulnerable and 

surviving on low incomes.   

 

We show how Government can invest in Ireland, 

its people and communities in a manner which 

doesn’t impact negatively on the Budget balance 

sheet.  These choices would help to create jobs, 

boost domestic economic activity and address 

some of the social and infrastructural deficits 

which remain in Ireland.  We show how 

Government can address the issue of the working 

poor by making tax credits refundable and how 

the Government can fund a universal basic 

pension for all people aged 65 and over.  All of 

our proposals are fully costed and show that an  

alternative approach is possible and achievable.   

 

Social Justice Ireland is a research and advocacy 

organisation of individuals and groups 

throughout Ireland who are committed to 

working to build a just society. 

To learn more about our work please visit  

www.socialjustice.ie  

 Michelle Murphy SJI 
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Leader: During the season of Advent, we are 

called to seek the light of Christ, even in the midst 

of darkness. We are invited to face the darkness in 

our own lives and in the world around us. The 

prophets assure us that the darkness will not 

overcome us. They call us to watch for the light. 

We are called to wait, to hope, to trust in promises 

made. 

As we make this Advent journey in faith, we invite 

God’s light to dispel the darkness. We ask for the 

grace to set down all those burdens that darken 

our hearts as we search for the light. We ask for 

the gift of attentiveness that we may truly see 

God’s loving presence within and among us. And 

we ask for renewed faith that we might be 

light for others. 

 

 

Closing Prayer: 
Let us Pray, 

Emmanuel, 

Our world waits in darkness longing for Your light. 

In the midst of darkness, enkindle our hope. 

As we long for lasting peace in the midst of war, 

Be with us. 

As we long for the end of poverty, Be with us. 

As we long for social justice for all, Be with us. 

As we long for the dignity of all people to be 

respected, Be with us. 

As we long for decent jobs and economic security, 

Be with us. 

As we long for solidarity and community, Be with 

us. 

Fulfill the deepest longings of your people and 

Dispel the darkness in our hearts and in our world. 

Let your Word ignite the hope the world needs 

to bring to life your love and justice.      Amen. 

 

 

 

Advent 
 

It is not true that creation and the human family 

are doomed to destruction and loss -- 

This is true: For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in him, shall not perish, 

but have everlasting life. 

It is not true that we must accept inhumanity 

and discrimination, hunger and poverty, death 

and destruction -- 

This is true: I have come that they may have life, 

and that abundantly. 

It is not true that violence and hatred should 

have the last word, and that war and destruction 

rule forever -- 

This is true: For unto us a child is born, and 

unto us a Son is given, 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

And his name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, 

the Everlasting, the Prince of Peace. 

It is not true that we are simply victims of the 

powers of evil who seek to rule the world -- 

This is true: To me is given authority in heaven 

and on earth, and lo, I am with you, even unto 

the end of the world. 

It is not true that we have to wait for those who 

are specially gifted, 

who are the prophets of the Church, before we 

can be peacemakers. 

This is true: I will pour out my Spirit on all 

flesh, 

and your sons and daughters shall prophesy, 

your young shall see visions, 

and your old shall have dreams. 

It is not true that our hopes for the liberation of 

humanity, for justice, 

human dignity, and peace are not meant for this 

earth and for this history -- 

This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that 

true worshippers shall worship the Father in 

spirit and in truth. 

So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against 

hope. 

Let us see visions of love and peace and justice. 

Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with faith, 

with courage: Jesus Christ -- the Life of the 

world.                                                   Daniel Berrigan 

 

 

Prayer and Reflection 
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