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Our current recession and financial debt are depriving over 400,000 people of the 

right to work. This level of unemployment is of concern as, “work is an expression of 

the person” (LE#9) and through it a person achieves fulfilment as a human being. 

Everyone has “the right to share in the work which makes wise use of the earth’s 

material resources and to derive from that work the means to support oneself and 

one’s dependents (CA#47). “Man must work out of regard for others … since he is the 

heir to the work of generations and at the same time a sharer in building the future 

of those who will come after him in the succession of history” (LE#16). 

 

Unemployment is undermining human dignity, inhibits the development of a person and 

it affects all people in society.  It is divisive. It contributes greatly to the poverty 

gap and it creates ill feeling in society.  

 

Those people who are working feel they are carrying the burden of the unemployed as 

tax credits have been reduced, indirect taxes increased and revenue distributed to 

social welfare payments means less resources for other services from which all 

benefit. Hopefully our Government will implement its proposed Jobs Initiative so that 

those who want and need to work can do so.   
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Why is unemployment of such concern?  

Why do we need a jobs strategy? 
 

 

The vast majority of people want to do meaningful 

work. Some people have been born into generations 

of unemployment and so have not inherited the 

value of the dignity of work. There are many people 

who have worked since finishing their education and 

who are now unemployed. The impact of losing their 

job can be both devastating and embarrassing. 

Unemployment is not a good thing. It impacts 

negatively on the individual, on the community and 

on the nation.  
 

 

Individuals:  The constant struggle to pay utility 

bills, the worry about keeping a roof over ones 

head, not being able to give their children what 

their friends have, loss of social outlets, and the 

shame of unemployment will be new for some. Long-

term unemployment can affect a person‟s 

enthusiasm, interest in society and political activity.  

It leads to individuals losing their skills and it leads 

to increased dependency on the State. The 

constant stress of unemployment affects primary 

relationships, especially those in the family. 
 

 

Community: While we tend to think about the effect of unemployment on the individual, we are perhaps 

slow to think about it in relation to the community. People who lose their job tend to save rather than 

spend additional income. When people are not spending in a community investors are reluctant to invest 

money or open new businesses there. Reduced local spending, leads to further closures or unemployment.  

Vacant premises, as well as vacant houses due to repossession, are unsightly and impact not only visually on 

the local community but socially, as people move out.  

 

Nationally: High unemployment puts the exchequer under pressure as various benefit payments have to be 

made. Less disposable income means there is less spending on luxury goods, hence the government receives 

less in indirect taxes. This has a knock on effect on the government‟s ability to provide services, including 

services to those still employed. The standard of living tends to fall as the increased competition for jobs 

leads to reduced wages. Sometimes these wages are not sufficient to encourage people to come off social 

welfare. Thus the cycle continues.  
 

 

We should be concerned about unemployment because it undermines the human vocation to be co-creators 

with God in working to order the universe (1 Cor 3:9), it undermines the dignity of the human person and 

affects society. The gospel of Mark leaves us no doubt that the Lord needs human beings to work, and as 

we are reminded in Exodus 35, “He has filled them with skills to do all kinds of work as craftsmen, 

designers, embroiders …, and weavers”   
 

 

Work is more than a means to an end, which is understood to be money and the economic recovery of the 

country. Work is in essence good for the individual and the community. It is an activity fundamental to 

human survival and well-being. When this work is sufficiently remunerated it helps a person to provide for 

him/herself and his/her family. The material goods and resources of this planet are for all people so by 

working it enables people to obtain some of the produce of The Earth. It creates a possibility for people 

to develop their skills. It provides opportunities for human beings to serve their neighbour and to build up 

the community. It provides people with the opportunity to live as they choose.  
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The Creation of Jobs 

The recent Stability Pact states that, “Over-all, the short-term picture emerging is one 

of an export-led but relatively jobless recovery”. Therefore the government‟s Jobs 

Initiative is important. Work is the key to so much in life, it opens up the opportunity to 

receive other human rights (LE#16) and it “constitutes a foundation for the formation of 

family life” (LE#10). The Government Jobs Initiative outlines some steps that if acted 

upon should make a difference to unemployment in our country. 
 

 

 Lower VAT in the tourism industry from 13.5% to 9% (This will cost the exchequer €350m) 

 

 Employers PRSI contribution on employees earning less than €356 a week will be halved. 

 

 €50 a week top up of welfare entitlement for those who take up 5,000 internship places. 

 

 Changes in the Research and Development tax-credit scheme. 25% of R&D spending  

       can be claimed against Corporation Tax liability. 

 

 €135m will be invested in minor capital projects in schools, on roads and energy retro fit. 

 

  6,000 skills training places for areas where there are „structural employment issues‟ like 

construction. 

 3,000 Back to Education Initiative places targeted at those who have not got their Leaving 

Certificate. 

 

 1,000 Post Leaving Certificate places for people returning to education. 

 

 Remove the Airport Travel Tax in the short 

term. 

 

 Restore the minimum wage to €8.65. 

 

 5,900 places in Third Level Springboard 

Programme. 

 

 Develop a partial credit scheme to make 

finance available for a year to viable SMEs. 

 
 

These initiatives will be financed by 0.6% on private pensions, and capital projected will be 

financed by moved by moving funds between relevant departments.  

References: Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. Laborem Exercens 1981 John Paul II. Irish Government, Jobs 

Initiative May 2011. Ireland Stability Programme update April 2011. 
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Prayers for People who are Seeking Employment 

Opening Prayer: Gracious and loving God, you know our need for meaningful work. Send your Holy Spirit 

to guide those who are searching for employment. Help them to discover the gifts and talents you have 

given them and provide them with the opportunity to use them. Give them courage when their applications 

have been rejected and may the hand of discouragement not take a hold of their heart. Grant them the 

gift of hope amid the struggles of unemployment. Amen 

 

Prayer for the Newly Unemployed: Lord, your ways are a mystery to us and many who have lost their 

jobs are struggling on many levels. Help them to carry the financial and emotional burden unemployment 

brings. Free them from stress and anxiety. Protect their families as they adjust to a new lifestyle and 

make the necessary savings. Help them to know that their human dignity is not limited by the job they 

used to have, but that is found in your surpassing love for them.  

 

Prayer for the Long-Term Unemployed: Lord, you know the impact long-term unemployment has on the 

dignity of human beings. They lose the skills you have given them, it becomes more difficult to see the 

opportunities you present and more difficult to trust institutions. Fill them with your grace and courage so 

that they may follow your desire for each to live their lives fully. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for Employers: Bless those who employ others. Help them to always seek the good of those who 

work for them and the good of society. Help them to provide just and equitable conditions for their 

employees and to ensure that their dignity is upheld. Bless them with the gift of wisdom so that the 

business decisions they make will be ethical and recognise the value of creation and our natural resources. 

During these difficult times for business give them the gift of hope and help them to hold onto the vision 

they had when they started. Inspire them with your creativity so they can find new ways to expand their 

business and employ more staff. 

 

We pray in unity with people who are unemployed: You wanted all who are weary to come to you for 

support. Lord, I am worn out by my inability to find wage-earning work. Day after day, my worry and fear 

grow as the rejections of my applications mount. I am able and willing to work but I cannot find a 

worthwhile job. Please help me to obtain one soon so that I can support myself and my family in a decent 

way. www.lordcalls.com 

 

Final Prayer: As we continue to live in this economic recession we ask you to help our government keep the 

promises it has set out in the Jobs Initiative and it’s National Recovery Plan. Help us not to judge those 

who are unable to find work, but to reach out and offer support, a listening ear and financial assistance if 

needed. We ask this through the intercession of St. Joseph the Worker. Amen 
Design: Mary Murphy 

 

Saint Joseph, we pray to you for those who are out of work, for those 

who want to earn their living or support their families. You who are the 

patron of workers; grant that unemployment may vanish from our ranks; 

that all those who are available to work may use their strength, skills 

and abilities to earn a just salary. Intercede on behalf of our brothers 

and sisters held down in unemployment and poverty because of sickness 

or social disorders. May each and every person have the joy of 

contributing, according to his abilities, to the common good by working 

and share together in the abundant goods God has given us.     

  Amen                                                www.prayerbook.com 
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