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The Sustainable Development Goals and Ireland

Did you know that millionaires account for less than 1% of the world’s population but control 45% of the
world’s wealth. They are called the ‘Lucky Few’.
Almost 75% of the world’s population have to survive on 3% of the world’s wealth.
They are ‘The Unlucky Many’
In Ireland 11.5% of children in Ireland live in consistent poverty (approximately 136,908 almost double
the rate for 2008). More than 91,000 people are in need of social housing. It is for these and other issues
related to poverty that 193 countries, including Ireland adopted ‘Transforming our World: the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development’ and accepted the 17 Sustainable Development Goals.
The Global Goals for Sustainable Development are a universal set of goals, targets and indicators that
are intended to shape a national government’s political priorities and policies until 2030. They were
agreed by 193 countries in 2015 and dealt with the most urgent issues of our world – poverty,
inequality, injustice and climate change. The Taoiseach, Enda Kenny, was among the National Leaders,
who committed themselves and their countries to implementing these goals at national and global
levels.
If these goals are met by 2030 the world will have taken major steps to eliminate inequality, to end
poverty and to stop abuse of the environment. Our government has the responsibility and opportunity
to ensure that Ireland implements the goals. The VPSJ has applied to join Coalition 2030 – an alliance of
civil society and justice groups which has come together to raise awareness of the 17 Global Goals and to
monitor Ireland’s implementation of them.
This edition of Just.Now focuses on the Global Goals in relation to Ireland’s commitment to implement
them and the contribution of the VPSJ to efforts to eliminate poverty.
The Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice consists of
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, The Vincentian Congregation, The Daughters of Charity and The Sisters of
the Holy Faith. Working for social and economic change, tackling poverty and social exclusion

The Sustainable Development Goals
Introduction
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) represent a political, economic
and social commitment for the world up to 2030. They establish a sustainable
development agenda which can be defined as development that meets the
needs of those in the present, without compromising the ability of future
generations to also meet their needs. In order for sustainable development to
be achieved, three interconnected elements are required: economic growth, social inclusion and environmental
protection. This edition of Just Now outlines the goals, Ireland’s current position in terms of reaching the goals and
how the VPSJ Minimum Essential Standard of Living work can contribute to achieving the goals.

The Sustainable Development Goals
In September 2015, 193 countries adopted the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development at an historic UN
summit and signed up to the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Over the coming years,
countries will mobilize efforts to fulfil the specific
targets of the goals which aim to end poverty, fight
inequalities and tackle climate change.
The goals build on the success of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) and aim to go further to
end all forms of poverty. However, they mark a
significant departure from the MDGs in that they call
for action by all countries and people of all levels of
income to promote prosperity and protect the
environment. The overarching theme of the goals is to
leave no-one behind. Each goal is interlinked and their
success dependent on progress being made in each
goal.
Ireland and Kenya co‐chaired the negotiations that led
to the adoption of the SDGs. Governments are
expected to take ownership and establish national
frameworks for achieving the 17 goals, though the
they are not legally binding. Ireland must focus on
implementing and monitoring the progress of the
goals.

The Sustainable Development Goals in Ireland
Launched this year, Coalition 2030 will work for the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals
by 2030 in Ireland and across the globe. Coalition
2030 is an alliance of over 100 leading civil society
organisations working in Ireland and in over 50 other
countries.

Coalition 2030 is calling for:
1) A National Action Plan to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals led by the Department of An
Taoiseach.
2) An inclusive SDG monitoring forum which includes
vulnerable groups most affected by the SDGs.
3) Increased financing for development to support the
delivery of the SDGs.
In a recent report, Social Justice Ireland (SJI) referred
to the Sustainable Progress Index which measures
Ireland’s performance on the SDGs. The index is based
on a series of indicators that are related to each goal
e.g. poverty rates used as an indicator for progress
made in SDG Number 1 – No poverty.
In the paper SJI examined the challenges Ireland faces
in achieving the goals relative to 15 other ‘high
income’ counties in the EU. To facilitate this analysis
the SDGs were grouped into three interdependent
dimensions: economy, environment and society.
Compared to the other 15 ‘high- income’ EU countries
Ireland performs poorly regarding environment
related goals and its performance in those concerning
society dis-improved from 2004 to 2014. From 2006
to 2014 Ireland’s ranking in the economy related goals
fell from 6th to 11th and recovered slightly in the
period to 2014, ranking 10th. The Sustainable Progress
Index suggests Ireland is faced with significant
challenges in achieving progress on some of the
Sustainable Development Goals.
Overall Ireland ranks 11th out of the 15 ‘high-income’
EU countries compared in the Sustainable Progress
Index in the SJI paper. Sweden and Denmark rank 1st
and 2nd respectively and Greece scores the lowest in
the Index.

SDGs and the Minimum Essential Standard of
Living
The VPSJ Minimum Essential Standard of Living (MESL)
work can contribute to the achievement of a number
of the Sustainable Development Goals. This is due to
the interconnected nature of the goals and the wide
ranging benefits of having an adequate standard of
living. For instance, if everyone in Ireland had a MESL
there would be zero hunger (SDG 2), an increase in
good health and well being (SDG 3) and reduced
inequalities (SDG 10).
The MESL would also be a tangible measure of
progress for SDG Number 1 No poverty. The first
target under this goal is to eradicate extreme poverty
by 2030, currently measured as living on less than
$1.25 a day. The MESL is most applicable to the
second and third targets, which call for a reduction in
poverty by at least half the proportion of men,
women and children of all ages living in poverty,
according to national definitions and the
implementation of social welfare systems ensuring
that incomes do not fall below certain levels.
Poverty in wealthier countries is referred to as relative
poverty. This is where a person’s standard of living is
much lower than that of the general public, meaning
they struggle to take part in every day economic and
social activities that are part of a normal life.
In Ireland a single person is said to be ‘At-Risk-ofPoverty’ if they have a disposable income of less than
approximately €230 per week (60% of median
income) according to the latest CSO SILC data.
Currently, 16.9% of the population are ‘At-Risk-ofPoverty’ and a quarter of the population (25.5%) are
experiencing ‘Deprivation’. A person is said to be

‘Deprived’ if they cannot afford at least two items
from a list of eleven basic necessities such as a warm,
waterproof coat. If a person is ‘At-Risk-of Poverty’ and
experiencing ‘Deprivation’ they are in ‘Consistent
Poverty’. The Consistent Poverty rate in Ireland has
doubled since 2008 (4.2%) and currently 8.7% of the
population are experiencing ‘Consistent Poverty’. The
Irish Government has set a target to reduce
Consistent Poverty in Ireland to 2% by 2020.
The VPSJ Minimum Essential Standard of Living data
establishes the minimum expenditure required to live
and partake in Irish society at a standard of living
which members of the public agree nobody should be
expected to live below. The MESL data uniquely
provides an evidence based benchmark against which
to assess the adequacy of minimum rates of pay and
social welfare and highlights the extent to which
individuals and households can afford a standard of
living which enables them to participate in the social
and economic norms of Irish society.
The MESL for a single adult in 2016 (excluding
housing) was €242.37 per week, which is higher than
the ‘At-Risk-of-Poverty’ threshold (€230 per week).
The MESL data would provide a useful income guide
for achieving the targets described under SDG
Number 1, which would ensure that people have a
standard of living that meets their basic physical,
social and psychological needs.
The challenges that face Ireland on an economic,
environmental and societal level are not confined to
Ireland alone. They are challenges that can be tackled
at global level and universal participation is key to a
sustainable future for all.
Noreen Moloney, VPSJ

Prayer and Reflection – Global Sustainable Goals
The Goals Promote
1. NO POVERTY: End poverty in all its forms everywhere.
2. ZERO HUNGER: End hunger, achieve food security and
improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture.
3. GOOD HEALTH AND WELL BEING: Ensure healthy lives and
promote well-being for all at all ages.
4. QUALITY EDUCATION: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.
5. GENDER EQUALITY: Achieve gender equality and empower all
women and girls.
6. CLEAN WATER AND SANITATION: Ensure availability and
sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.
7. AFFORDABLE AND CLEAN ENERGY: Ensure access to
affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all.

“Our world demands
of all government leaders.
A will which is effective, practical and
constant, concrete steps and immediate
measures for preserving and improving
the natural environment and thus putting
an end as quickly as possible to the
phenomenon of social and economic
exclusion, with its baneful consequences:
human trafficking, the marketing of
human organs and tissues, the sexual
exploitation of boys and girls, slave labor,
including prostitution, the drug and
weapons trade, terrorism and
international organized crime.”

8. DECENT WORK AND ECONOMIC GROWTH: Promote
sustained inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and
productive employment and decent work for all.
9. INDUSTRY, INNOVATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE :
Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable
industrialization and foster innovation.
10. REDUCED INEQUALITIES: Reduce inequalities within and
among countries.
11. SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES: Make cities and
human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.
12. RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION: Ensure
sustainable consumption and production patterns.
13. CLIMATE ACTION: Take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts.
14. LIFE BELOW WATER : Conserve and sustainably use the
oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development.
15. LIFE ON LAND: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use
of terrestrial ecosystems, and halt and reverse land degradation
and halt biodiversity loss.
16. PEACE AND JUSTICE STRONG INSTITUTIONS: Promote
peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development,
provide access to justice for all.
17. PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS: Strengthen the means of
implementation and revitalize the global partnership for
sustainable development .
www.globalgoals.org

Pope Francis, UN Sept. 2015

Let us Pray
God, Father and Creator, you have
generously blessed us with an abundance of
gifts in this, your world. Help us to share in
that generosity by living in a way that
ensures that your gifts will continue to be
available for future generations.
Give us your love for the whole of Creation,
we rejoice that, as human beings, we have
been created in your image and likeness. But
we also recognise that humanity alone
cannot adequately reflect you. The whole
diversity of the earth is needed to give us
even a glimpse of your wonder and
greatness.
Help us to live in a sustainable way so that
this marvellous diversity is respected. O God,
Father and Creator give us your love for the
whole of Creation, we live in a world where
some of us throw out food while others go to
bed hungry; where some have the modern
amenities of life at their disposal and others
struggle to find drinking water.

Help us to use your gifts creatively so
‘that all may have life and have it to the
full.’
Amen

