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As austerity measures have 
 an ever harsher impact  

on many households, 
why should we continue 

 Overseas Development Aid? 
 
Unfortunately many households in Ireland are 
experiencing the severity of accumulated cuts and 
other austerity measures. The effort to maintain a 
reasonable standard of living for many households 
and the struggle of others to simply make ends 
meet becomes more difficult in an economic 
climate which forecasts continued reduction in 
incomes and services.  
 
Despite our problems, there has always been in 
Ireland recognition of the greater suffering of 
people living in extreme poverty.  It is difficult to 
grasp the reality behind facts such as one billion 
people are living on less than 1.25 dollars a day 
and that every day  almost 16,000  children die of 
hunger – ‘the single greatest solvable problem 
facing the world today’.  
 
In spite of personal financial difficulties, the 
majority of Irish people continue to support Irish 
aid for people caught in extreme poverty. Without 
this aid many more people would die of hunger 
and dire poverty. Efforts to promote sustainable 
development will also be set back.  
Although the percentage of our national income 
allocated by the Government to Overseas 
Development Aid (ODA) decreased in 2009, there is 
a serious effort to protect this budget. 
 
This edition of Just.Now gives a brief description of 
the impact of this aid on the lives of people of 
Kenya. 

 

Peace School  - Chanzo, Nairobi 

 

 

Some of the photographs in the printed 

edition of JUST.NOW had to be deleted  

before uploading on the website as the file 

size was too large. 
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Some Facts ODA 
 The Millennium Goals challenge the international community to take significant steps to address poverty 

and to fund programmes for poverty reduction and development. Women and children represent 70% of 
the world’s people in extreme poverty because of systematic discrimination in education, health, 
employment and control of assets.  

 The UN target for Overseas Development Aid is 0.7 % of Gross National Product. 
While Ireland has not yet achieved this target, there has been steady progress since 2000. (0.5% in 2012). 
Ireland’s ODA is administered by Irish Aid – the Governmental Development Agency with the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 

 Ireland supports development projects in over 90 countries. 

 Ireland has a long record (and one of which we can be proud) of contributing to the eradication of poverty 
and to development through the work of missionaries, NGOs and Government organisations. 

 Misean Cara supports the development work of missionaries around the world. It is funded through Irish 
Aid and enables assistance from Ireland to be channelled to vital areas such as humanitarian relief, health 
care and food programmes. 

 
 
Working with Irish Overseas Aid Against Poverty and Promoting Development   
The population of Kenya is 43 million people of which 32 million live in rural areas. Half of the rural population live 
in considerable poverty. Of the total population, half cannot meet their nutritional needs. Twelve years ago three 
Daughters of Charity arrived in Kenya. Since then the number has increased to 34, 12 of whom are Kenyan Sisters. 
With assistance from Misean Cara they work with people in five centres, seeking in different ways to respond to 
great needs, facilitate development and promote sustainability.    
 
  
Chanzo Nairobi “Oceans of Poverty Containing Islands of Wealth” 
Chanzo is situated on the outskirts of Nairobi. In Nairobi 60% of the population live on 5% of the land. In 2011 the 
UN report speaks of African cities as being “Oceans of poverty containing islands of wealth.” Nairobi, with its slum 
of almost 2 million people, – making it the largest slum in Africa – is certainly in that category.  Chanzo hosts a 
number of services including the DREAM Project. The acronym signifies Drug Resource Enhancement Against AIDS 
and Malnutrition. The project was initiated by the Community of San Egidio (Rome) and is carried out in 
collaboration with the Daughters of Charity. It provides comprehensive care, giving access to medical, nursery, 
counselling and nutritional services. Each day hundreds of men, women and children come through its gates and 
receive compassionate, professional and ongoing assistance. They come bowed down by anxiety and are enabled to 
face the reality of their illness and the life changes that are necessary if they are to recover.  The outreach service 
includes the Kibera slum of almost two million people. The DREAM Centre is a bright, welcoming place brimming 
with hope, confidence and life.  
In addition to the DREAM Centre, Chanzo accommodates the Justin De Jacobis Adult Education and Production 
Centre. Within its walls people participate in second chance education, acquire employment skills and learn how to 
market and sell their products. In addition, this centre provides social work and outreach service. From Chanzo 
Sisters also go to St. John’s Centre where women follow an education course which prepares them to teach 
dressmaking.  When reflecting on their experience in St. John’s, 16 women simply said, “Being here has changed  
my life.”   A Saturday ‘Peace School’ brings educational activities to the children living in the nearby Bangladesh 
slum. 
 
 
Thigio -  An Oasis Amid Poverty  - Providing Hope and Care 
This is the first houses of the DCs in Kenya and meets a wide range of human needs. In all it provides twelve 
different services which promote education and development, including pre-school, special education, adult 
education, skills training and a large library for the area. Thigio also has a hospice for the terminally ill, a dispensary 
and a physiotherapy clinic. In addition, it has a youth programme and an outreach programme providing a support 
group for children and adults with special needs.   People would need to travel long distances to avail of similar 
services.  
 
 

Overseas Development Aid 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kiio – A Community of Service and Development in a Desert-Like Countryside 
This small mission is the most recently established. In this almost desert like countryside with its constant 
shortage of water, there is great poverty and no services. The Sisters coordinate the diocesan AIDS programme, 
support the work of the local polytechnic which provides a pathway to second-chance education for young 
people and offers cookery and craft classes to older women. A sister travels by motor bike into the interior in 
order to support elderly and sick people. 
 
 
Kitale – An Area of Extreme Poverty and Enormous Social Problems 
While Nairobi has the largest slum in Africa, Kitale has a rapidly extending rural slum. For the most part, this 
slum is inhabited by displaced people from neighbouring countries.  Without documentation and without hope 
of work, many people succumb to serious alcohol abuse in which children and young people are also engaged. 
The Centre provides “a school with a difference” for young people who drop out of education. It also offers 
personal development courses for men, as well as outreach, social work and library services for the area as well 
as support for the local secondary school.  
 
 
Chepnyal – Responding to Many Needs in a Remote Mountainous Area 
A long trip over the mountains leads to this beautiful village. On clear nights a star-studded sky provides an 
unforgettable and indescribable sight. In this remote area there is a large, expanding nursery and preschool, a 
polytechnic and a service for children with special needs. There is also a centre for dressmaking and production 
which is also used by the elderly men and women - lively members of the community who meet there for 
companionship, meals and social care. As in all five centres, there is an emphasis on education, development 
and sustainability. In a country where there is so much hunger, meals and/or ingredients are provided. 
 
To Conclude: 
Kenya is a beautiful country, with, for the most part, a pleasant climate, a wide variety of flowers, shrubs and 
trees, and magnificent wild life. Its greatest resources are its people who, through no fault of their own, 
experience inequality, poverty and injustice. Gaunt faces, critically thin children and bent-in-two elderly people 
reflect unmet basic needs. The practical support made possible by Misean Cara makes an enormous difference 
in people’s lives.  Because of the emphasis on education and development, Irish Aid brings hope of a better 
future and of the eventual eradication of extreme poverty. 

Training to be a Dressmaker in Chepnyal 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We thank you Lord for all the people who 

throughout the world work for human rights, justice 

and peace. 

For the women and men missionaries who for 

centuries in the developing countries, witness to your 

love through their fidelity to your gospel,  their 

respect for human dignity and their compassion for 

all who suffer because of hunger, poverty and 

exploitation.   

 

For the members of the many NGOs working in 

developing countries who also share so generously of 

their time, gifts, experience and skills in the effort to 

create a more just and caring world.  

 

For the agencies – national and international which 

promote and support global justice. 

 

For the countless people who through their taxes and 

donations make overseas development aid possible 

and for Governments that they may achieve the 

Millennium Goals of reducing world poverty. 

 

Finally we pray for people who at this point in their 

history need our solidarity and practical assistance 

that they may experience ‘the fullness of life’ 

promised by you, Lord’. 

 

Prayer and Reflection 
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O God, we pray for all those in our world 

who are suffering from injustice: 

For those who are discriminated against 

because of their race, colour or religion; 

For those imprisoned because of their work 

for the relief of oppression; 

For those who are hounded 

for speaking the inconvenient truth; 

For those tempted to violence 

as a cry against overwhelming hardship; 

For those deprived of reasonable health and 

education; 

For those suffering from hunger and famine; 

For those too weak to help themselves 

and who have no one else to help them; 

For the unemployed who cry out 

for work but do not find it. 

We pray for anyone of our acquaintance 

who is personally affected by injustice. 

Forgive us, Lord, if we unwittingly share in the 

conditions 

or in a system that perpetuates injustice. 

Show us how we can serve your children. 

and make your love practical by washing their feet. 

 

Pope John Paul II reminds us that  
“Solidarity is not a feeling of vague compassion or shallow dismay at  the misfortune of many people, both near and 
far. On the contrary, it is a firm and persevering determination to commit oneself to the common good; That is to say, 
the good of all and of each individual because we are all really responsible for all,”.   
 
I do believe that God is at work in the world and I have learned to look for the action of the Spirit in the rising of 
social movements. It is deeply challenging to face the structural injustices around us, the ways it oppresses us and 
traps us into oppressing. But it is truly exhilarating to contemplate the growth of social movements - global women’s 
movements, global justice movements, human rights and environmental movements, and to acknowledge the 
creativity of the Spirit opening new and practical ways for us to engage. The persistence and faithfulness of the spirit 
are reminding us that this is God’s project in which we are privileged to share.                                            Fr. J. Hug SJ 

 

What can we do? 
 Become better informed by Missionaries, 

NGOs and the State about living conditions 

in developing countries 

 Use our personal resources to support 

initiatives 

 Raise awareness among family, friends and 

associates of the crucial importance  of Irish 

Aid 

 Inform the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Eamonn Gilmore, and Joe Costello, TD, of 

your belief that the budget for Overseas 

Development Aid (ODA) should be 

protected 

 Lobby for this protection at National 

Budget and election time 

  

Providing terminal palliative care in Thigio Hospice 
 

 

 

 

 




