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With the coming of Spring comes new life and optimism. This year Spring has also 

heralded in a new government and a tinge of hope for a new future.   There was a 

70% turn out in the General Election 2011. Some people voted for change, some 

because they were angry at the previous government, some out of a sense of duty and 

some because they know our vote is not something to be taken for granted.  

 

However, there were still 30% who did not or were not able to cast their vote. The 

build up to an election can make one feel that the result of the election is the end to 

which we strive.  

 

In reality the formation of a government is only the beginning. Following in the 

footsteps of Jesus who constantly challenged the ways of those in power, it is crucial 

that we and those with whom we work continue to be actively involved and concerned 

about how our country is run and how the needs of all people are met. 

 

As we prepare for the events of Holy Week let us reflect on all that is involved in 

this mission of justice.  It requires vision, determined sacrifice and for some, death.  

Let us rejoice in the knowledge that Jesus is with us every step of the way and will 

lead us all from darkness and death into light and new life.   
 

 

After the Elections  
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Programme for Government 2011 
 
Some of the immediate plans within the Programme for Government that will 

impact on the lives of people living in poverty:- 
 

· Reviewing of the Universal Social Charge. 

 

· Complete and publish a strategy on fuel poverty. 

 

· Adopt an area approach to child poverty. 

 

· Overtime, the One-Parent Payment will be replaced with a parental allowance that 

does not discourage marriage, cohabitation or work. 

 

· Invest in targeted early childhood education for disadvantaged children. 

 

· The development of a national literacy strategy for children and young people.  

 

· Review of DEIS programme. 

 

· Expanding eligibility for the Back to Education Allowance. 

 

· Examine how to make existing expenditure on educational disadvantage more 

effective. 

 

· Reverse the cuts to the number of psychologists in the National Educational 

Psychological Service. 

 

· Further education opportunities for young unemployed people. 

 

· The establishment of a non-judicial debt settlement process.  

 

· The introduction of Debt Relief Orders. This order would be designed to “forgive 
or discharge the debts of debtors whose income and assets are so limited as to 
make bankruptcy proceedings or a repayment plan inappropriate.”  

 

· Regulate money lenders and debt collectors. 

 

These are some of the plans that this government, whom we as citizens have voted into 

power will implement. Let us now begin the serious challenge of holding this government 

accountable for its promises by actively engaging with our local TDs in the months and 

years ahead. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“Until the great mass of the people shall be filled with the sense of 

responsibility for each other's welfare, social justice can never be attained.”   
                                                                             Helen Keller 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compassion without Action is not Enough 
 

“We must resist the temptation to press the reset button to bring the country back to a 
state of economic efficiency that existed prior to the property boom” (2011.p.13).  
This statement by the Irish Bishops Council for Justice is very significant given that our 

new government have stated in their „Common Purpose for Government‟ that “by the end 
of it‟s term in Government Ireland will be recognised as a modern, fair, socially inclusive 
and equal society supported by a productive and prosperous economy” (2011).  
 

While our new government is committed to implementing the National Action Plan for 

Social Inclusion (2007-2016), tackling child poverty, eliminating poverty traps, regulate 

moneylenders and debt collectors, it is placing “a productive and prosperous economy” as 

the centre. Economic efficiency is good in itself but it must be underpinned by a vision of 

a just society where all people are treated with dignity, care and respect. So let us 

consider a different scenario, what would a new Ireland be like if a modern, fair, 

socially inclusive and equal society supported a productive and prosperous economy? The 

value of the euro must be replaced by the value of the human person. 

 

A person might be forgiven for thinking that the government is heading in the right 

direction when it states the need for social solidarity in the area of social protection. 

But if social solidarity remains limited to this area of life alone there will be no 

fundamental change in the gap between the rich and poor, including the “new poor” in 

Ireland. Solidarity is only truly social when it encompasses all areas of life in society.  

 

Solidarity can only be based on a common understanding and on a shared vision, and this 

vision can neither be imposed from above nor merely espoused as a formal myth or 

ideology. Solidarity is relational. It is important for those of us who are financially 

secure, educated etc., to work alongside and with people whose life experience is 

different to ours. Finally, solidarity and participation go hand in hand, for without 

participation some people, either by choice or by exclusion will be left behind. Those who 

are vulnerable in society must not only take responsibility but use their own capabilities 

to bring about some small social change.  This, when coupled with shifts in social 

structure, remembering that it is people like you and me who create social structures, 

can bring about solidarity. 
 

Sources: The Missing Link Solidarity in Irish Society. Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice 1991. From Crisis to Hope 
Working to Achieve the Common Good. The Council for Justice and Peace of the Irish Episcopal Conference. 

 



Building an Inclusive Ireland 
 

Opening Prayer: As our new government begins to govern in our service, we ask you to bless 

each TD with the gift of responsibility and accountability to all people in this country. Help them 

to work to keep the promises they have made to the vulnerable people in our society. Give us the 

grace to speak up for those who remain voiceless and the courage to challenge structures, and 

ways of governance that leave people on the margins and powerless so that we can play our part 

in building solidarity in Irish society.  

 

Prayer: God, your will is that we may be one. 

We thank you that you call us into communion with you and with each other. 

Your generosity and mercy are always taking us by surprise. 

We bless you for the vision of inclusion, solidarity and compassion 

which breaks us open, widens our sympathies, and enlarges our hearts. 

We commend into your gracious care all those whom we try to serve – the homeless,  

and the hungry, the addicted and the lost, abandoned souls and hurting children. 

Continue to confront our indifference, challenge our boundaries and surprise us with joy. 

Lord look upon us amid this suffering world, and keep our hearts open to you lest we grow hard. 

Amen (Prayer for a Thousand Years adapted) 

 

Reflection: Poverty without shame. 

Jesus once sent His disciples out without money or baggage or even shoes on their feet 

instructing them to witness God‟s love and kingdom to those they met on the road.  

They discovered that even without material goods they lacked nothing. 

At another time Jesus informed a rich and powerful man who felt that something was lacking in 

his life that he must give away all his riches and follow Jesus Christ. 

Jesus pointed out to His disciples that the poor widow who cast her last few pennies into the 

temple treasury was giving far more that the wealthy religious people who dropped in their large 

piece of gold.  To be poor or powerless is not necessarily honourable. 

It may merely be the result of living in this world where humankind‟s greed prevents a fair 

distribution of God‟s abundant but limited gifts to the world‟s masses. 

God has his own way and time in which to bring judgement upon our carelessness and greed. 

In the meantime poverty is not something to be ashamed of except of those who contribute to it, 

for every man and woman is poverty-stricken before God. 

The truth is that the kingdom of God belongs to the poor and powerless who embrace the 

invisible but eternal riches of God‟s saving grace. (Jesus Now adapted) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Prayer: ALL 
 

May the rivers of wealth be undammed and 

flow freely over the earth. May your gifts 

move through increased hands until all 

people experience the abundance of life. 

May our activity towards, and our 

commitment to a just world have a ripple 

effect beyond our vision and may our 

solidarity in striving together strengthen 

our mission.  
 

We ask this through Christ our Lord Amen. 
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