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JUST.NOW 
JUNE – JULY 2015 JUSTICE BRIEFING 

            

What to Give and to Whom to Give                

- that is the Question for Budget 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the past few weeks many organisations including Government Departments are giving serious 

thought and time to identifying priorities for Budget 2016.  The annual National Budget presents 

decision and policy-makers at Government level with an opportunity to make choices in favour of the 

men, women and children, who through no fault of their own, continue to experience deprivation and 

poverty.  With the approach of a General Election, Budget 2016 is being described in the media as a ‘give 

away’ Budget.  Government Ministers have stated that 1.5 billion Euro will be available for distribution, 

50% for increased expenditure, 50% for tax reductions.  It is the hope of the VPSJ that this additional 

funding will be used to respond to the needs of people who struggle with the daily reality of poverty.  

The cumulative impact of 7 years of cut backs to Social Welfare payments, reduced access to essential 

services and lack of opportunities for reasonable employment is particularly severe on low income 

households.  The VPSJ Pre-Budget Submission focuses on some of these households, analyses their 

situation and proposes steps to reduce their level of poverty.  Members of the wider Vincentian 

Partnership will be familiar with the hardships endured by many such households.  The Budget gives us 

all an opportunity to raise awareness about the economic and social exclusion which exists in Irish 

society today, and of the life changing possibilities offered by Budget 2016. 

This edition of Just.Now contains a brief summary of the VPSJ Pre-Budget Submission (the full 

submission is available on www.budgeting.ie).  

 

http://www.budgeting.ie/


PENSIONER LIVING ALONE – Dependent on Contributory Pension 

 

€255.77 
MESL  

EXPENDITURE 
 

€249.30 
HOUSEHOLD  

INCOME 

- €6.47 
WEEKLY INCOME  

SHORTFALL 

 

Budget 2016 – An Opportunity to Create a More Just Society 
INTRODUCTION 

While the Budget may be months away preparations 

are already under way, and the VPSJ has recently 

made a submission to the Department of Social 

Protection outlining our recommendations for Budget 

2016. The VPSJ will also participate in the Pre-Budget 

Forum. This Forum gives the VPSJ an opportunity to 

meet with Government officials and voice our 

concerns about the issue of income adequacy for low 

income households, and to highlight our 

recommendations for the upcoming Budget. The VPSJ 

regards these recommendations as necessary if low 

income households are to achieve a Minimum 

Essential Standard of Living. 

The ongoing work by the VPSJ on Minimum Essential 

Budget Standards has repeatedly demonstrated the 

difficulty low income households face in affording a 

minimum essential standard of living. This is a 

standard of living that meets an individual's 

/household's physical, psychological and social needs 

at a minimum but acceptable level. The research 

demonstrates that in 2015 social welfare cannot meet 

the cost of a Minimum Essential Standard of Living 

(MESL) for 191 of the 214 urban sample household 

types examined in the research.  

This edition of JUST.NOW draws on the VPSJ's Pre-

Budget Submission, and focuses on our key 

recommendations for two urban household types 

dependent on social welfare: 

› A pensioner living alone (Contributory Pension) 

› Two Parent Household & Two Children (10 & 15) 

These two household types in particular have 

consistently been unable to afford a MESL and as a 

consequence struggle to make ends meet. 

PENSIONER LIVING ALONE 

In the VPSJ research a pensioner living alone and 

dependent on the State Pension has consistently 

faced income inadequacy and cannot afford a MESL.  

As a consequence of insufficient income this 

household type may have a poor diet or be unable to 

heat their home to an adequate standard. While the 

Contributory and Non-Contributory Pension were not 

reduced in the last number of budgets, the value of 

secondary benefits such as the Household Benefits 

Package and the Fuel Allowance have both been 

reduced and payments have not kept pace with 

inflation. 

LIVING ALONE ALLOWANCE 

The VPSJ has continually highlighted the inadequacy 

of the State Pension and the Living Alone Allowance 

for older people living on their own. In 2015 a 

pensioner living alone and solely reliant on the 

Contributory Pension and Living Alone Allowance 

faces a shortfall of approximately €6 per week, while a 

household in receipt of the Non-Contributory Pension 

has a shortfall of approximately €16 per week. 

The Living Alone Allowance was increased in the last 

budget from €7.70 to €9.00, the first increase in 

almost 20 years. However, while the VPSJ welcomed 

this increase, our research demonstrates that such a 

long period without any increase in line with inflation 

has greatly reduced the real value of the payment. For 

the allowance to have the same value in 2015 as it did 

in 1996, it should now be paid at the rate of €11.40 

per week. 

FUEL ALLOWANCE 

The current rate of Fuel Allowance is €20 paid for 26 

weeks of the year. This equates to €520 per year. The 

average cost of electricity has risen by 21% since 

2009, the last time that the rate of Fuel Allowance 

was increased. In 2012 the number of weeks the 

allowance was paid for was reduced from 32 to 26, 

reducing the annual value of the payment by €120.00. 

As a consequence of increasing energy prices and the 

reduction in the number of weeks for which the Fuel 

Allowance is paid, the Allowance now requires an 

annual value of €780 to maintain the level it was at in 

2009. This equates to a rate of €30 for 26 weeks of the 

year. 



TWO PARENTS & TWO CHILDREN (10 & 15) – Dependent on Social Welfare 

 

€557.72 
MESL  

EXPENDITURE 
 

€440.48 
HOUSEHOLD  

INCOME 

- €117.25 
WEEKLY INCOME  

SHORTFALL 

 

VPSJ RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Increase the Living Alone Allowance by €2.40, 

to €11.40 per week. This would add €125 per 

year to this household type which has 

consistently faced income inadequacy. 

 As an initial step increase the Fuel Allowance 

by €5.00 to €25.00 for 26 weeks. This would 

help restore the purchasing power of the 

payment. 

TWO PARENTS AND TWO CHILDREN 

(AGE 10 & 15) 

The latest data from the Survey on Income and Living 

Conditions (SILC) shows that 17.9% of children are at 

risk of poverty, and that children living in households 

dependent on social welfare are particularly 

vulnerable to poverty and social exclusion.   

The VPSJ data shows that this household type has a 

shortfall of €117.25 per week, which when calculated 

on an annual basis is just over €6,000. Such a large 

shortfall means that this household type has to make 

difficult choices and will struggle to provide their 

children with opportunities for development, 

educational resources and a nutritious diet amongst 

others. 

CHILD INCOME SUPPORTS 

The VPSJ has continually highlighted the struggle 

faced by households with children in meeting the cost 

of living, particularly for households with adolescent 

children. Costs rise significantly when there is an 

adolescent in the household. The direct cost of an 

adolescent in an urban area is €125 per week. This 

includes their food, clothing and personal care costs 

etc.  

An adolescent costs almost three times as much as a 

pre-school child (when childcare is excluded), but 

child income supports, i.e. the Qualified Child Increase 

and Child Benefit, are paid at a single rate irrespective 

of the age of the child, and so do not adequately 

compensate for the additional costs associated with 

this stage of childhood. 

The VPSJ is calling for the Qualified Child Increase, a 

payment made to parents with children who are 

dependent on social welfare, to be increased from 

€29.80 to €35.00 for children age 13-18. Although this 

would not solve the issue of income inadequacy for 

this household type, this increase would target social 

welfare households with adolescent children who are 

particularly vulnerable to poverty and social exclusion.  

SOCIAL WELFARE RATES 

Child poverty cannot be addressed without addressing 

the adequacy of payments made to parents. The 

research of the VPSJ has continually demonstrated 

that in many circumstances social welfare rates are 

inadequate and do not meet the cost of living. The 

primary social welfare rate is €188.00 for a Jobseeker 

and €124.80 for an adult dependent. The VPSJ is 

recommending a €5 increase in Jobseekers payments 

and is calling on the Government to begin the process 

of restoring social welfare rates to more adequate 

levels.  

VPSJ RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Raise the Qualified Child Increase from 

€29.80 to €35.00. 

 Increase Jobseekers Benefit/Allowance from 

€188.00 to €193.00. 

 

As Ireland begins to tentatively emerge from the 

recession the VPSJ believes that those who are 

experiencing poverty and social exclusion should be 

one of the first groups to feel the effects of the 

economic recovery. Budget 2016 is an opportunity to 

lessen the financial hardship experienced by those on 

low incomes. The VPSJ believes that adequate 

income, access to services and opportunities for 

sufficient and stable employment, are necessary to 

achieve a Minimum Essential Standard of Living. 

The measures that will be introduced in the Budget 

will affect thousands of people. It is the VPSJ's hope 

that these measures will help create a more just 

society.                                                 Gráinne Weld, VPSJ  

 



 

 

Reflection  - Summer 2015

“Summer holidays offer us the opportunity and time to relax and to enjoy the beauty of creation.  Pope Francis’ 

recent encyclical and his words on other occasions invite us to look at the wonders of creation with a renewed 

vision, a more holistic spirituality and a deeper consciousness of the damages  to which the environment is being 

subjected.  Patrick Kavanagh in his poem, ‘The One’, encapsulates in a contemplative way the relationship 

between the Creator and the beauty which surrounds us. 

   The entire material Universe speaks of God’s love, his boundless affection for us. 
  Soil, water, mountains: everything is, as it were, a caress of God.                                               

                                                                                 Pope Francis, June 18
th

 2015 

 

 

 
 

 

 As stewards of God’s creation, 
we are called to make the earth 

  a beautiful garden for the human family.          
                                                          Jan 18

th
 2015 

 
 

 

       Genesis tells us that God created man and woman 
entrusting them with the task of  
filling the earth and subduing it, 

which does not mean exploiting it  
but nurturing and protecting it,  
caring for it through their work.  

                                                 Pope Francis, Jan 18
th

 2015 

 
‘The task entrusted to us by  

God the Creator 
requires us to grasp the rhythm  

and logic of Creation. 
But we are often driven by 

 pride of domination, 
of possessions, of manipulation,  

and of exploitation. 
We do not care for Creation,  

  we do not respect it’.          
                                      June 18

th
 2015 

 

‘We need to see, with the eyes of faith 
the beauty of God’s saving plan, 

the link between the Environment 
and the dignity of the human person’. 

                                             Pope Francis Jan 18
th

 2015 

 

Pope Francis wants a revised Catholic 

spirituality that centres on respect and love 

for the totality of God’s Creation; and he 

wants the Church to become a major player 

in global environmental politics.                                               

                                               Tablet 20.6.15 

 

This prayer is an extract from a modern version of 
the St. Francis “Blessed Be” prayer that is referenced 
in the opening of Pope Francis’ new encyclical on 
ecology. It celebrates the themes  of this significant 
text of our Pope. 
 

“Be Praised, O Lord, through the 
interconnected web of Creation, 

Which binds your children, 
your creatures and your earth, 

All that you have woven together 
So all may exist in Original Goodness. 

 

Blessed be those who know our time is short 
And we are called in the here and the now 

To tend this earthly garden, 
to restore the great gift 

     Given to all for the benefit of all. 
 

Praise our God, and give thanks to our Creator 
Through our humility and our care 
  For His beloved Creation.  Amen”. 

 

                                                 Education for Justice, June 2015 

 

 

 

The One     
                                                                                                                                         

Green, blue, yellow and red- 
God is down in the swamps and marshes 
Sensational as April and almost incredible  

the flowering of our catharsis. 
A humble scene in a backward place 

Where no one important ever looked 
The raving flowers looked up in the face 

Of the One and the Endless,  
the Mind that has baulked 

The profoundest of mortals.                                
A primrose, a violet, 

A violent wild iris- but mostly 
 anonymous performers 

Yet an important occasion  
as the Muse at her toilet 

Prepared to inform the local farmers 
That beautiful, beautiful, beautiful God 

Was breathing His love by a cut-away bog.  
                                                                Patrick Kavanagh 

 


