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Asylum Seekers 2018
During the past few weeks many of us viewed with great dismay the closure of Italian coastal ports to
the migrant ship, ‘The Aquarius’, with its 630 passengers. Aid agencies warned us of a deadly summer at
sea for people trying to cross the Mediterranean. It is because of the Geneva Convention that aid
agencies, such as Doctors Without Borders, rescue migrants, refugees and asylum seekers and bring
them to Europe. The Italian refusal to allow Aquarius to land reflects their anger and frustration at the
rest of Europe’s refusal to take its share of migrants. More than 600,000 migrants have arrived in Italy
from Libya in the last four years and 13,000 have drowned trying to reach European shores. If aid
organisations are unable to land the people they rescue, they will have no choice but cease to operate
and this could lead to appalling consequences.
The people aboard the Aquarius are accepted as asylum seekers because they were invited by Spain. All
are entitled to apply for asylum but it is unlikely that all will be eligible. Those who are unsuccessful in
their application, inspite of their horrifying journey to Spain, may find themselves back in the country
from which they tried to escape.
In response to the plight of people seeking asylum we can - 1. Extend the hand of friendship to an
asylum seeker in Ireland. 2 Lobby Irish MEPS to ensure that members of the EU Parliament begin to
honour their responsibilities. 3. Contribute towards the work of agencies, such as Doctors Without
Borders, who regularly appeal for funding. 4. Contribute to the social and economic development of
countries from which asylum seekers flee because of conflict and severe poverty. This edition of
Just.Now provides some background information on the situation of Asylum Seekers in Ireland.
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Asylum Seekers
Asylum seekers are people seeking protection as refugees, who are waiting for the authorities to make a
decision on their applications. They are legally entitled to stay in Ireland until their application for
protection is decided. At the end of 2017, there were 5,100 cases waiting to be processed, with an average
waiting time of 20 months for their first interview.
Direct Provision
Asylum seekers live in ‘Direct Provision’ centres run by the Reception and Integration Agency (a unit of the
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service). The majority of the centres are privately owned and
operated, and the standards of accommodation and living conditions vary widely. Residents receive a
weekly cash allowance of €21.60 per adult and €21.60 per child and a medical card. As of 27 May, 2018,
there were 35 accommodation centres with 5, 375 residents.
The Direct Provision centres also provide accommodation to potential or suspected victims of human
trafficking. Asylum seekers relocated under the EU relocation or UN resettlement programmes are
accommodated in Direct Provision centres
International Protection and Asylum



2,926 applications were made for asylum in 2017 (i.e. International Protection).
Top 5 countries of application were Syria, Georgia, Albania, Zimbabwe and Pakistan.

Refugee Resettlement and Relocation programmes (2017)




515 asylum seekers transferred from Greece to Ireland under the EU relocation programme.
792 refugees have been resettled in Ireland under EU resettlement programme.
26 children arrived from France as part of the Calais Special Programme.

Yusuf’s Story
Due to the conflict in Syria, Yusuf had to flee; he left his family in Damascus and started on his arduous
journey to freedom and security. Yusuf travelled from Syria to Lebanon by ship and joined others who
were fleeing from Syria. From Lebanon they travelled to Turkey by ship and spent over two weeks in
Turkey. They were attempting to get to Greece but the boat capsized and they were picked up by the
Turkish navy and put in prison for four days and they were given a ‘paper’ and told to leave Turkey within
seventy two hours.
They took another boat which brought them to an island where they were without food for two days.
They took a boat to Greece and spent six to seven days there. From Greece to Macedonia by road, from
Macedonia to Serbia by train and walked for over twelve hours. They travelled from Serbia to Hungary by
car (for which they paid smugglers) and walked for quite a distance. They left Hungary for Calais (in France)
where they paid smugglers a lot of money. They left Calais and travelled by train to Belgium where they
lived for a few months. Yusuf travelled to Germany and got on a flight to Ireland. His intention had been
to continue to the UK, where he heard that asylum seekers would get refugee status quickly, but once he
arrived in Dublin airport he had to apply for asylum.

``Yusuf lived in a Direct Provision hostel, traumatized after what he experienced in Syria and on route to
Ireland. He was interviewed for four hours by an officer (with an interpreter) from the Office of the
Refugee Applications Commissioner (now the International Protection Office) and later was granted
refugee status. His family joined him under family reunification.
Yusuf and his family have been unable to find accommodation and continue to live in Direct Provision
accommodation. They are among the 500 residents with status who are unable to move out as they
cannot find alternative accommodation due to the national housing crisis.
“I was a stranger and you made me welcome”
At the start of his papacy, Pope Francis visited the island of Lampedusa where thousands of migrants and
refugees drowned at sea. He released a message to nation states, urging them to “welcome, protect,
promote and integrate” migrants and refugees. This document outlines 20 action points all governments
must deliver through the global ‘compacts’. It calls for concrete actions, such as rights for people on the
move, to work and support their families, and special protection for child refugees.
“Dear brothers and sisters, in light of these processes currently underway, the coming months offer a
unique opportunity to advocate and support the concrete actions which I have described with four verbs. I
invite you, therefore, to use every occasion to share this message with all political and social actors involved
in the process which will lead to the approval of the two Global Compacts” (Message of His Holiness Pope
Francis for the 104th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2018 [14 January 2018].
In September 2018, world leaders will agree two new global ‘compacts’ (or agreements) at the United
Nations: one on refugees and one on migration. Pope Francis has spoken of this as a ‘unique opportunity’
for Catholics worldwide to put pressure on governments.
Breege Keenan D.C., Crosscare.

Reflection and Prayer
Quotes from Pope Francis on Asylum Seekers and Refugees
I would like to ask you all to see a ray of hope as well in the eyes and hearts of refugees and of those who have
been forcibly displaced. A hope that is expressed in expectations for the future, in the desire for friendship, in
the wish to participate in the host society also through learning the language, access to employment and the education
of children. I admire the courage of those who hope to be able gradually to resume a normal life, waiting for joy
and love to return to brighten their existence. We can and must all nourish this hope! (5/24/13)
Above all I ask leaders and legislators and the entire international community above all to confront the reality of those
who have been displaced is placed by force, with effective projects and new approaches in order to protect
their dignity, to improve the quality of their life and to face the challenges that are emerging from modern forms of
persecution, oppression and slavery. (5/24/13)
Immigrants dying at sea, in boats which were vehicles of hope and became vehicles of death. That is how the
headlines put it. When I first heard of this tragedy a few weeks ago, and realized that it happens all too
frequently, it has constantly come back to me like a painful thorn in my heart. So I felt that I had to come here
today, to pray and to offer a sign of my closeness, but also to challenge our consciences lest this tragedy be
repeated. Please, let it not be repeated! (7/8/13)
I will also pray in a special way for our brothers and sisters , men, women and children who have died of thirst,
hunger or from the exhaustion on the journey to find a better life. In recent days we have seen those terrible
images of the desert in the newspapers. Let us all pray in silence for these brothers and sisters of ours. (11/1/13)
Grant that migrants in search of a dignified life may find acceptance and assistance. May tragedies like those
we have witnessed this year, with so many deaths at Lampedusa, never occur again! (12/25/13)
Likewise, we cannot but be moved by the many refugees seeking minimally dignified living conditions, who
not only fail to find hospitality, but often, tragically, perish in moving from place to place. (1/17/14)

Prayer for Asylum Seekers
Lord, no one is a stranger to you,
And no one is ever far from your loving care.
In your kindness watch over refugees
and asylum seekers,
Those separated from their loved ones,
Those who are lost, and those who have been exiled
from their homes.
Bring them safely to the place
where they long to be,
And help us always to show your kindness
To strangers and those in need.

Amen.

Adapted by the Australian Social Justice Council from
the Opening Prayer of the Mass for Refugees and Exiles

