
                                                                                  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This New Year edition of JUST.NOW deals with 2  current realities:  
 

 Jim became long term employed because of redundancy. Last year he, his 

wife Anne and son David had a weekly income of €241.43.  Budget 2003 

brought them an increase in real terms of €0.25 a week. 

 

 In the developing world 16, 000 children will die daily because of hunger 

related diseases. 

 

Neither of these realities are caused by accident and each can be changed. 

 

Budget 2003 decided how the national wealth would be shared with the poorest 

people in Ireland.  World leader in their summits decide how to share the goods 

of the earth with poor countries. 
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JUST.NOW 
January 2003 Justice Briefing 

Love for others, 

and in the first 

place love for the 

poor, in whom the 

Church sees 

Christ himself, is 

made concrete in 

the promotion of 

justice. 
Pope John Paul 11 

 

This Budget improves the 

living standards of all 

groups in society and directs 

resources to those most in 

need.  

Minister for Finance Dec. 02  

 

 

 

SO now I have 25 cents a 

week more than last year 

and this will buy ? 

Not even a can of BEANS 

never mind a LOAF OF  

BREAD 

 

Contents of this Issue: 
Sharing the Wealth in Ireland – Budget 2003  
Sharing the Wealth in the World – Millennium Development Goals. 
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Budget 2003 Bad News  

For People who are Poor 
 

From the perspective of people who are poor 

Budget 2003 failed to respond in a meaningful way 

to their needs. It has further widened the gap 

between the rich and the poor in Ireland making it 

the worst in the E.U. This Budget also failed to 

deal in a realistic way with infrastructure 

problems such as poor roads and transport as well 

as with weaknesses in health and social services, 

education and housing. 

 

Some Positive Initiatives 

 Levy on financial institutions which benefitted 

inordinately as a result of the reductions in 

corporation tax over recent years 

 The transfer of Dormant Accounts to 

charitable and community projects with a 

particular focus on children with learning 

disabilities 

 The steps to close tax loop holes 

 The promise to introduce carbon energy tax 

from the end of 2004 

 Increased excise duty on „alcopops‟ 

 

Some Negative Outcomes 

 The €6 increase for people on the lowest 

social welfare rates. In the light of the 4.8% 

inflation rate the increase in real terms is 30 

cents a week.  These people will not be able to 

keep pace with general living standards. 

 The €8 increase in the level of child benefit.  

Taking the 4.8 % inflation rate into account 

this means an increase of €2.35 per week or 

less than 8 cents a day 

 No extension of the medical card scheme 

 No increase in the living alone allowance 

 No steps taken to help parents with child care 

costs 

 No increase in the Back To School Allowance 

for Primary school children 

 

 Cutting back investment that supports local 

services such as schools, hospitals and local 

transport on which low income households 

especially depend 

 

 

Looking at a typical family in the lowest income 

bracket we find the following reality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

THE KELLY FAMILY 

 

Jim is long – term unemployed.  In spite of his best 

efforts he has not succeeded in getting a job which 

suits his limited skills. He has a wife and 1 child.  This 

family‟s situation is as follows: 

 

Pre Budget  Post Budget  

Unemployment Assist. 118.80       124.80  

Adult Dependant   78.80         82.80  

Child  Allowance   16.80         16.80    

Child Benefit   27.03         28.87 

Total Income     241.43        253.27 

 

The family has gained €11.84 per week.  The real 

effect of budget 2003 on such a family is that they 

are 25c a week better off as post budget price rises 

inflation erode this miniscule increase. 

       
 

 

(Extracts from C.O.R.I.  Justice Commission -  Budget 2003 Analysis and Critique) 



 

Millennium Goals - The Key to Ending Poverty 

Millennium Development Goals 
  

Did you know ? 
 1.2 billion people in the world live on less 

than 1 dollar a day. This is less than most 

Irish people pay for a cup of coffee. 

 In the developing world 16,000 children die 

each day from hunger related causes.  

 
Do People Care?  Yes, Some Do! 
 

In the year 2000 world leaders at the U.N. 

Millennium Summit committed themselves to 

reducing by half the number of people in the 

world whose income is 

less than a dollar a day. 

To achieve this by 2015 

they adopted these 

Millennium Development 

Goals.  

   

Millennium Goals  

 reduce by half 

extreme poverty and 

limited access to 

food  

 achieve primary 

education for every 

child in the world 

 promote gender equality and empower 

women 

 reduce children‟s deaths by 2/3  

 reduce mother‟s deaths in child birth by ¾ 

 reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria 

and TB 

 ensure environmentally safe development 

(cut in half the one billion people without 

access to safe drinking water; marked 

improvement  in lives of 100 million slum 

dwellers around the world) 

 develop equitable global partnership for 

development. 

Those Millennium Development Goals can be 

achieved by 

 

 increasing aid from wealthy nations. This is 

vital. At present the majority of wealthy 

countries are giving around 0.25% of their 

gross national product.   This is well below 

the  0.7% which was agreed by world 

leaders in 1969. The USA donates only 

0.1% and Ireland donates 0.41%. 

 

 promoting sustainable development 

programmes based on the participation of 

those involved  

 cancelling the debt 

owed by poor 

countries 

 developing equitable 

access to food and food 

production 

 

Signs of Hope 

 

 51 countries with 40% 

of the world s people 

are on track to 

achieving universal 

primary education 

by 2015 or have 

done so already 

 57 countries with half of the world‟s 

people have halved the share of people 

living in hunger or are on track to do so by 

2015. 

 

What can we do?   

  

 weave the Millennium Development Goals 

into prayer  liturgies and meetings 

 lobby T.D.s about Ireland‟s contribution to 

the agreed 0.7%   
      (adapted with permission – Centre of Concern, 

           Washington – Centre Focus, P.8 – 9 Nov 2002) 

 



The Universal Purpose 

of Material Things. 

 

All gifts, natural 

resources,technology 

must servethe dignity 

of the person, 

support the community, 

and contribute to the 

common good. 
Catholic Social Teaching 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

      

 

World Bank Links Poverty to 

Security 

“If there is to be stability and 

peace, we must look at the 

question of poverty.  A deeply 

divided world is an unstable 

world. Poverty is not just a 

moral, ethical or social issue. 

Out of 6 billion people on the 

planet, 1 billion controls more 

than 80% of all assets”. Mr. J. 

Wolfensohn, President of World 

Bank  

(Irish Times 22-1-03) 
  

 

The Budget – Faith – Justice – The Connection? 

 

At the core of all three lies the concept of the dignity 

of the human person. 

Where this is threatened Christian Faith calls me to 

become aware and to raise my voice in protest. 

When our Government consistently chooses through 

Budget policies, to widen the gaps between the poorest 

people and those who are well off, then faith takes on a 

justice stance.  It becomes active in challenging these 

choices.  It dares to call clearly and consistently for a 

different ordering of our nation‟s resources so that all 

may have “life and have it to the full”. 
                                 (Reflection by a reader of JUST.NOW) 

 

 

Budget Increase – Not Enough to 

Buy a Loaf of Bread 

The poorest in society benefitted 

slightly more from Budget 2003 

than the highest-income 

households.  But when indirect 

taxes and inflation are applied to 

the €6 a week increase in Social 

Welfare Payments this increase is 

not even the price of a loaf of 

bread a day.  (Irish Times 15-1-03) 
 
 Budget Increase – Not Enough to 

Buy a Loaf of Bread 

The poorest in society benefited 

slightly more from Budget 2003 

than the highest-income 

households.  But when indirect 

taxes and inflation are applied to 

the €6 a week increase in Social 

Welfare Payments this increase in 

not even the price of a loaf of 

bread a day.  (Irish Times 15-1-3) 
   

 

     Reminder  
    Conference 

Faith and Catholic Social 

     Teaching in Action 

    Saturday Feb 8th 2003 

   10.00 a.m.  All Hallows 

 

Prayer for the Millennium Goals 
 

In a world where so many go hungry, 

Let us make the fruits of creation available for all. 

In a world where one billion of our brothers and sisters 

do not have safe drinking water, 

Let us help the waters run clear. 

IN a world where so many children die so young,  

And so many mothers die in childbirth, 

And so many families are ravaged by disease, 

Let us bring health and healing. 

In a world where women carry such heavy burdens, 

Let us recognize and restore the rights of all. 

Let us join together, with a new sense of global community, 

A new awareness of our need for one another 

And for this fragile planet, 

To meet the clear challenges of the Millennium Goals, 

To bring hope as substantial as bread, 

To make human dignity as visible as wheat in the fields. 

 

Progress must be 

made on a much 

broader front.  

Otherwise the 

ringing words of the 

Millennium (Goals) 

Declaration will only 

serve as grim 

reminders of the 

human needs 

neglected and 

promises unmet. 

 
UN Secretary – 

General Kofi Annan 
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