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Election 2011 
 

An Opportunity to Put Gospel Values into Action 
 

When Christians reflect on the Great Commandment ‘to love our neighbour as ourselves’ 

we can fail to make the connection between choosing the future leaders of our country 

and living the values of the Gospel.   
 

The life of Jesus is good news for people struggling with poverty and social exclusion 

when we use our vote to promote their interests. 

When we vote we make a choice which can be based on family tradition or which is 

influenced by anger at current political failures or which is made without sufficient 

reflection.  However, we can also vote intentionally with Gospel Values in mind – the 

general needs of our country in this time of economic and social crisis and the needs 

of the people who are struggling with poverty, unemployment and social exclusion.   
 

This edition of Just.Now focuses on many of the election issues identified by 

communities in disadvantaged areas. Social Justice Ireland have published their 

‘General Election Briefing 2011’ (www.socialjustice.ie) which gives a clear understanding of 

the broader economic and social factors which contributed to the current reality in 

Ireland.  The position of the main political parties on a number of key issues will be 

presented on our websites www.vpsj.ie and www.vote.ie     
 

Preparing for the Election  
Listening to the Candidates - their Visions and Values 

 

mailto:vpj@eircom.net
http://www.vpsj.ie/
http://www.vote.ie/
http://www.budgeting.ie/
http://www.vpsj.ie/
http://www.vote.ie/


 

Voting affects you, your family, 

community, your country. By voting you 

choose the people who are responsible for 

implementing policies that affect things 

as diverse as the type of light bulb you 

put in your house to the price you will 

pay for tap water. You have a right and 

an obligation to choose candidate who 

reflect your values and desire for Irish 

society. The following is some information 

that might be of help if you are talking 

with a candidate… 

 

Social Welfare Payments 
Most people in receipt of social welfare payments 

have seen them cut by 4% which is approximately 

€8 a week . This includes payment to people on 

FAS course, Community Employment and Rural 

Social Schemes. If you were receiving 

Supplementary Welfare Allowance you will see it 

drop by €10 a week. Child benefit has been cut 

by €10 a month for each of your first two 

children and €20 for your third. So if you have 

three children you are down €40 a month.  If you 

are taking up employment on a minimum wage you 

will earn €7.65 an hour from now on, a reduction 

of €1 an hour.  

 

Q: What will you do change our social welfare 

system that leaves some people living in poverty 

and disincentives people from working?  

 

Impact on low Earners 
Universal Social Charge: If you earn more that 

€4,004 a year that is, work more than 10 hours 

a week on the minimum wage your earnings are 

subject to this charge. If you earn €1 over this 

all your income will be charged. Unlike the health 

and income levy where those on a medical card 

were exempt, there is no exemption now, only a 

reduced rate of 2% up to, €10,036, which will 

cause much hardship for low income and people 

with medical needs. Some tax changes that 

affect lower earners: The reduction in the 

standard rate bands by 3,600 means that more 

people are now in the tax bracket who would not 

have been included before. All people earning an 

income have seen a 10% decrease in their tax 

credits regardless of circumstances.  

 

 

 

Take for example a low income earner who is in 

and needs a trade union to ensure they have good 

conditions; they will have to pay €350 a year and 

will lose €70 credit on this. 

 

Q: The introduction of the Universal Social 

Charge, the widening of tax bands and the change 

in tax credits impact more on the working poor 

than any other group of employed people. What 

changes would you introduce to ensure that all 

people can have an adequate income in order to 

live with dignity in Ireland to-day? 

 

 

 

Health 
There is great awareness that the health system 

needs to be reformed. Private beds in public 

hospital, the cost of seeing a consultant, long 

waiting list and the reduction in frontline staff 

make it difficult for people to access medical 

care.  There should be 530 primary care teams 

around the country at this stage providing first 

level care. Presently there are approximately 

222. To add to the difficulties the increase in 

the cost of health insurance by some providers in 

recent weeks will result in people terminating 

their private health care policies. The result of 

this is that more people will be seeking public 

health care thereby adding to pressure on public 

hospitals and waiting lists.  

 

Q: How will you ensure that the sick and 

vulnerable in our society receive adequate timely 

care? 
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Questions to ask those Canvassing 
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Education 
The recent budget has brought in changes the 

funding that some families need in order to 

support their children in second and third level 

education. This is serious given that the number 

of people from semi and unskilled families 

attending third level education has dropped 2.8% 

since 2004. At third level student grants have 

been reduced by 4%.  

You are now only entitled to the travel grant if 

the distance you have to cover is 45km rather 

than the 24km. You are only entitled to BTSCFA 

up to 22yr if your parent is on certain training, 

employment schemes or in Adult education.  

There is an increase in the registration fee to 

€2,000 for your first child in third level and a 

lower charge for other siblings after this. If a 

young person does not qualify for a third level 

grant they will have to pay €200 to do a PLC 

course. At second level funding for the school 

completion programme and for Youth Reach two 

programmes which ensure that people get some 

educational qualification by the time they are 

17/18yrs has been cut by 5%.  

If your child needs to use school transport to 

attend school it will cost €350 for the first child 

and is capped at €650 per family for second level 

and €50 per child in primary capped at €110 for 

the family.  

 

 

Q: How will you change the current financial 

policies in education so that all our young citizens 

can benefit from a good education system 

equally? 

 

 

 

Employment 
The ERSI predicts that 50,000 people will 

emigrate by the end of 2011.  Unlike many years 

ago whole families as well as individual adults are 

emigrating. There are approximately 442,677 

people on the live register at this time. Activation 

measures are not enough to get people working. 

There are plans to have internships and new 

training schemes, but unless there are jobs for 

people than Ireland will see it’s educated resource 

of the future continue to leave it’s shores.  New 

measures introduced in the Social Welfare and 

Pensions Act 2010 and the Finance Bill 2011 will 

not encourage people to risk self employment or 

starting their own business. 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: How will you ensure that people on job-

seekers benefit do appropriate training that 

develops their skills? How will you create jobs and 

where will you get the resources to do so? 

 

 

Community and Voluntary Sector 
This is a section of society we may take a little 

for granted. Many provide services to people in 

your locality and can only do so with the financial 

support of the state. This year €4m has been cut 

from this budget. This will mean that you may 

see some of your local family resource centres, 

day care centres and after school projects close.  

 

 

Q: If these cuts are implemented how will you 

ensure that the States compensates for the 

services lost to the people? 

 

 

Housing Local Authority 
Funding for housing regeneration has been cut by 

15% and the budget for social housing has been 

cut by 36%. This is serious given that the housing 

list is growing as many people are struggling to 

meet mortgage repayments and houses are being 

repossessed. There are over 5,500 people 

homeless while hundreds of houses lie vacant or 

unfinished around the country.  

 

Q: How would you ensure that those on local 

authority housing lists are provided with adequate 

housing? What measure would you take to assist 

homeowners experiencing difficulty who are trying 

to keep their homes?  
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Your Vote as God’s Instrument of Justice 
 

Opening Prayer 
Loving God, we thank you for our right to vote and we know you care about how we are governed. 

But in the run-up to this general election there are so many policies to understand, and so many 

different points of view to consider - Sometimes we wonder whether there's any point in voting, 

whether our vote will make any difference. As we choose who we are going to vote for, help us 

not to be cynical about politicians. Help us to vote for those people who will protect the poor and 

vulnerable, and do all they can to make our nation a place of fairness were all people can live 

with dignity. Amen.   
 

Prayer for discerning for whom to vote 
Lord Jesus, during election time we, the voting public, are bombarded with messages and 

promises - many of which sound reasonable and truthful but may never we acted upon. We need 

ears to hear through the claims that solicit our vote.  By your Spirit of Truth, guide us through 

the messages of every candidate and issue.  Make us aware of the stumbling blocks that lie 

hidden in the policy promises of the candidates and their parties. May we not judge by mere 

appearances, but make informed choices. Help us to use our vote as our voice in playing our part 

to build up your reign in our community, country and world.  
http://catholicfire.blogspot.com/2006/11/prayer-for-discerning-voters.html 

 

Prayer for the election candidates 
We ask you to bless all those men and women who have put their name forward for election. Help 

them to keep a vision of a just society before them as they design their policies and meet the 

public. May they be strong enough to resist the temptation of power and money and may they 

refrain from making empty promises to the electorate. Bless them with the courage to name and 

challenge unjust systems within our political and social life and to be more accountable to the 

citizens of this country.  

 

 

 

Prayer 
Lord, make us instruments of hope and 

discouragement in the run up to the elections.  

Where there is pressure to vote for a particular 

candidate, let us sow seeds of integrity;  

Where there is indifference, let us sow seeds of 

care and concern; and, where there is despair in 

the electoral process, let us sow seeds of hope.  

O Lord, grant that we may not so much think of 

our selfish motives when we vote.   

Instill in us a deep sense of communal solidarity in 

our critical choice of candidates that would rise 

above the traditional parish pump politics.   

Enlighten us to elect worthy men and women that 

embody the true spirit of public service in 

their moral consciousness and a sense of the 

common good.  

For it is in voting responsibly that we receive the 

fruits of true democracy.  And it is in dying to 

our selfish needs that we witness to your love. 

Amen  http://frjessie.wordpress.com 
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Jesus helping the poor 


