






 

Prayer and Reflection 

 

 
 

Refugee Crisis 
 

By holing up in caves, 

squeezing water from the rock 

to stop their baby’s thirst, 

by reading the stars 

at night 

they escaped 

the massacre of innocents. 

 

     It doesn’t say how they crossed the border 

to Egypt, 

if they were given entry as political refugees 

of if they had to bribe the customs men 

or climb a fence of thorns 

that ripped their hands to shreds 

 

or if they had good neighbours 

where they lived 

or if they could make themselves understood 

 

and we know nothing of the stories 

Mary told her child 

of those months running 

from Herod’s soldiers 

 

or the way she must have told him 

about the milk and honey 

of their lost home 

 

how to become invisible 

till a voice calls 

you to return. 
 

Eilish Martin Christmas 2001 
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Prince of Peace 
 
Hear now the words of the prophet Isaiah. 
“The people who were walking in darkness have 
seen a great light; 
Those who were living in deep shadows,  
On them a light has dawned. 
For us a child is born, 
To us a son is given; 
And the government will be upon his shoulder. 
And his name will be called 
Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of 
peace 
There will be no end. 
Upon the throne of David, 
And over his kingdom, 
Establishing it, 
Upholding it 
With justice and righteousness 
From this time forth 
And for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of Hosts shall do this.” 

Isaiah 9:2,6,7 

  
 
 
 
God Our Father, 
Open our eyes 
just as Jesus restored the blind man’s 
sight. 
May we have clear vision to create 
structures of justice 
that include all Your people. 
Heal us of the blindness of our own 
assumptions. 
Release us from our clouded perceptions. 
Make our hearts and minds clear that we 
may see the world as You see it, 
And work for justice for all. 

 

Reflections:  Centre for Concern - Education for 

Justice 
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Nativity Gift List 
 
Dear God 

Please give me 

      the unquestioning faith of Mary 

      the tolerance of Joseph  

      the patience of the donkey  

      the kindness of the innkeeper  

      the reverence of the oxen  

      the joy of the angels  

      the obedience of the shepherds  

      the perseverance of the wise men  

      and from Christ, a compassionate heart    

      that seeks justice. 

Heather Johnston 


