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To quote Minister Regina Doherty, the focus of the Roadmap “is on building social inclusion, using 

an expanded approach that moves beyond the traditional focus on income poverty”. However, 

until such a time that people have access to affordable services – housing, healthcare, childcare 

etc, the focus needs to remain on income poverty.   

While the VPSJ welcomes this new Roadmap (strategy), which has many very promising and 

practical elements, the Partnership is disappointed to note that there is little emphasis on the 

need to address income poverty by ensuring that people have an income which makes possible a 

Minimum Essential Standard of Living (MESL). This is contrary to the growing acceptance that in 

order to ensure adequacy social welfare payments and the national minimum wage should be 

benchmarked against the cost of living. The research of the VPSJ shows clearly that an inadequate 

income and inadequate services results in an increase in the number of people in poverty.            

The VPSJ is grateful to Patricia Keilthy, of the SVP, for her reflections on the new strategy – ‘A Roadmap for 

Social Inclusion 2020-2025.’  
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A Different Kind of Roadmap                   

Roadmap for Social Inclusion 2020 - 2025  

Most of us use roadmaps to get from one location 

to another and find it reassuring to read signs and 

indicators of progress as we travel. The 

Government’s   ‘Roadmap for Social Inclusion 2020 -

2025’ has a goal, which if achieved, will make an 

enormous difference to thousands of men and 

women who experience the hardship of poverty 

today.  

The purpose of this Roadmap is to reduce the level 

of poverty in Ireland to 2% or less by 2025. It will 

focus in particular on supporting older people, 

people outside employment, workers, families, 

people with disabilities and communities. This Road 

Map which is the newly published anti-poverty 

strategy (January 2020) has 7 high level goals and 66 

commitments which will involve all Government 

Departments.  

 

.   

 

 

mailto:info@vpsj.ie
http://www.justicematters.ie/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By making poverty a priority the Government were successful in reducing the rate of 

poverty from 15% in 1994 to 6% in 2002. A new target to eliminate poverty by 2016 

was set.  

Unfortunately, in the years that followed and through periods of boom and bust, 

poverty increased. Although this trend is now thankfully reversing, there are still far 

too many people in Ireland who are struggling to make ends meet.  In 2018, almost 

700,000 people were going without basics like adequate heating, nutritious food and 

suitable clothing. Children, people with disabilities, and those experiencing long term 

unemployment are the groups most at risk of poverty in Ireland today.  

Members of the Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) see first-hand the daily struggle 

for individuals and families living in poverty. Over a series of visits, SVP members will 

hear from a family about the reality of living in poverty.  They will see the parents 

cutting back on food when they can, not heating their homes, and putting big 

expenses on the long finger so that the daily needs of the household can be met.   

It is clear that poverty remains a pressing and ongoing crisis in Ireland today.  

SVP therefore welcomed the publication of the Roadmap for Social Inclusion in 

January 2020 and the Government commitment to reduce poverty to 2% or less by 

2025. The Roadmap outlines 22 targets and 66 commitments for various Government 

departments.  

But a key question is whether it contains the necessary actions to put Ireland on the 

right road to ending poverty for good?   

In the 1990s, Ireland launched its first anti-

poverty strategy. The publication of the 

strategy was significant as it was the first time 

the broader impacts of poverty and social 

exclusion on society were articulated in 

national policy. It signalled that poverty would 

be at the top of the national agenda and that 

the interests of the most marginalised would 

be central to the policymaking process. 

Is Ireland on the right road to end poverty? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, it places little or no emphasis on the need to improve income supports for 

those most at risk of income inadequacy. SVP are disappointed there is no firm 

commitment to increase or benchmark social welfare payments in line with the cost 

of a Minimum Essential Standard of Living.  

The danger is that even where social welfare payments help address very basic 

needs, they can contribute to locking people in a cycle of poverty without adequate 

means to access opportunities or to fully participate in society. 

Benchmarking social welfare rates against the cost of a Minimum Essential Standard 

of Living would set a social protection floor that no one should be expected to live 

below – one that protects people from undue hardship,  helps people access 

opportunities and sustainable employment, values caring work, supports those who 

cannot access employment due to an illness or disability and fulfils the basic human 

right of living with dignity.   

Despite this shortcoming, the publication of the Roadmap is a significant step forward 

and SVP will continue to work with Government to ensure everyone can reach their 

potential.  

Importantly, SVP is asking the incoming Government to once again put the needs of 

those experiencing poverty and marginalisation first and ensure all sectors work 

together in solidarity for the common good.                    

                                                                           Patricia Keilthy, Head of Social Justice and Policy, SVP 

 

 

 

 

From the perspective of SVP, it is very 

positive that the Roadmap emphasises the 

need for every Government department to 

work together and implement policies that 

make Ireland a more equal place to live. 

With rising living costs, access to quality 

services such as health, transport, education, 

childcare and adequate housing are vital so 

people can get out and stay out of poverty.  



Reflection and Prayer 

“Trying to live on social welfare means you never have enough to live on. You have to keep 

the kids warm and fed, you can’t see them go hungry or cold so you have to buy food, 

clothes and things to keep them and the house clean. Sometimes you have to get something 

from the chemist like a cough bottle. Then there is the rent and electricity and you can’t pay 

them all. There are things you have to give money for like food and then there are the bills. 

Sometimes my parents help with the bills but I don’t like that. They did their best for me and 

they don’t have that much for themselves. The kid’s Da has other kids now. But he might 

give me €30 from time to time. Mostly I manage by paying one bill this week and another 

the next week. When things are bad I live on tea and toast for the week. The Vincent de Paul 

helps me when the debt gets too much. They see me trying. But I don’t like to have to go 

and ask for money. When I am lucky I get a few hours work in the local shop but that is not 

too often. I am lucky that my Ma will look after the kids for a few hours.”                            
                                                                                             Sandra, One Parent Two Children Family  

“I came that all may have life and have it to the full”, John 10.10  

"Wherever men and women are condemned to live in extreme poverty, human rights are violated. 
To come together to ensure that these rights be respected is our solemn duty."                                                       
                                                                                                                             Joseph Wresinski, October 17th 1987 

 “Poverty is not an accident. Like slavery and apartheid, it is man-made and can be removed by the 

actions of human beings.“                                                                                                      Nelson Mandela 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beatitudes of Social Engagement   

Blessed are you,  
when you remain available, sharing in simplicity what you possess. 
 
Blessed are you,   
when you creatively devise new ways of donating your possessions, your time , your 
tenderness and gems of hope. 
 
Blessed are you,  
when you  listen with your heart to detect what is gift to others.   
 
Blessed are you,  
when you strive to take the first step, the necessary one, to attain peace with brothers 
and sisters throughout the world.  
 
Blessed are you,  
when you keep in your heart wonderment, openness and free questioning of life.   
 
Blessed are you,  
when you  take seriously your faith in the God who is the provider of all that we have. 
                            Louise Helene Renou  in ‘Spirituality and Poverty in a Land of Plenty’ 2004  

 


