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Most of us who read Just.Now will be fortunate
enough to spend Christmas in our home with
people we know and love. Approximately 7,000
people across Ireland will be homeless this
Christmas. Unless the October figures have
decreased and it seems they have not done so, the
figure of 7,000 includes 1,200 homeless families
with almost 2 ½ thousand children. 1 in every 3
people in emergency accommodation is a child.
These figures do not include the hidden homeless
and people staying with relatives or those forced
to sleep on the streets.
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Pope Francis frequently reminds us that “The
Gospel tell us continually to risk a face to face
encounter with others, with their physical
presence which challenges us with their pain and
their pleas …. Today God asks the same of us. We
must seek out our brothers and sisters who suffer
around us. Though we can never completely grasp
it - we must encounter their suffering. We must
listen to other stories. And we must try to share
their pain today” (2016)
This edition of Just.Now focuses on Homelessness and gives a snapshot of the figures and causes of this human
tragedy. It also seeks to give a glimpse of the physical and emotional hardship of not having a home. We may not
be in a position in the few remaining weeks to Christmas to listen and respond to many stories. However it is
possible to give time to read some of the stories presented on their websites by Focus Ireland www.focusireland.ie ,
The Peter McVerry Trust www.pmvtrust.ie and DePaul Trust www.depaulireland.org and to make practical
responses to the appeal of those and other organisation for funding to respond to this crisis.
The following is a brief summary Kerry’s story as told by the Peter Mc Verry Trust “When I was made homeless the Council put
me and my 7 year old son in a homeless hostel in the city centre. The experience was dreadful. My son was bullied all the time.
Kids of different ages were all mixed in and the older kids bullied the younger kids. We had to be in every night by 9.00am but
the kitchen would close at 7.00pm. So we had no cooking facilitates and no food. The two of us stayed in a tiny room. All the
time I was looking for rental accommodation. After 7 months my son had bruises and marks from bullying. He was becoming
withdrawn. Our relationship became very bad. The Council referred me to Peter McVerry Trust they were very helpful. My son
and I moved into a brand new apartment. It was brilliant to be in my new home for Christmas”.
Kerry has been able to get a secure job and her son is doing well in school. She continues to receive ongoing support from the
Peter McVerry Housing with Support Services.

The Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice consists of
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, The Vincentian Congregation, The Daughters of Charity and The Sisters of
the Holy Faith. Working for social and economic change, tackling poverty and social exclusion

The Housing Crisis
INTRODUCTION
The worsening housing crisis in Ireland has resulted in
the highest ever number of people experiencing
homeless and 1 in 3 of those accessing emergency
accommodation is a child. More people are now
finding themselves trapped in emergency
accommodation: unable to afford a home in the
private rented sector and unable to access social
housing.
Official figures published by the Department of
Environment, show that there were 6,847 people
homeless nationwide in October 2016, including 2,794
adults (without dependents) and 1,178 families (1,583
adults and 2,470 children). The numbers of families
made homeless has increased by 34% year on year,
with 67 families becoming newly homeless in
October.* The data also showed that three quarters of
those experiencing homelessness (including adults
and children) continued to be in the greater Dublin
area.
These figures do not include the ‘hidden homeless’
who are staying with friends or relatives or those with
nowhere to turn forced to sleep on the streets. In the
latest Official Rough Sleep count for Dublin, 142
people were sleeping rough in winter 2016, a 40%
increase since the last count in April of this year.†
These figures show that the housing crisis is filtering
through all parts of society with no signs of relenting.
The causes of homelessness are complex and can be
identified as structural factors such as a lack of
affordable housing or personal factors like addictions.
The current increase in family homelessness is driven
by structural economic factors such as, rising rents,

landlords selling up or being repossessed and a
shortage of properties to rent.
This edition of Just.Now focuses on the worsening
housing crisis and how high rents continue to put a
Minimum Essential Standard of Living beyond the
reach of many low income households.

RISING RENTS AND LACK OF SOCIAL
HOUSING
In the private rented sector, demand continues to
exceed supply, which in turn increased the cost of
rent. Long term trends show that rents have
continued to grow annually throughout Ireland. At
national level, annual rent growth has averaged at
9.2% this year, up from 6.6% the same time last year.
Until the third quarter of 2015, rents outside of Dublin
grew at a slower pace. However, the speed of growth
in rents outside Dublin has overtaken those within the
capital. Nonetheless, rents in Dublin are 5% above
their previous peak at the end of 2007 whilst rents
outside of Dublin are 7.3% below peak levels at the
end of summer and during the autumn of 2007.‡
There has been a marked decline in social housing
output and a substantial increase in the number of
people on housing waiting lists. The latest data (which
is for 2013) shows that nationally there are almost
90,000 households on the social housing waiting list,
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and approximately one fifth of these households had
been on the waiting list for more than five years.§

accommodation and all other elements required for a
Minimum Essential Standard of Living.

HOUSING AND THE COST OF A
MINIMUM ESSENTIAL STANDARD OF
LIVING

However if this household was able to access social
housing, they would have sufficient income on the
national minimum wage to afford an MESL. In social
housing, this household would pay €61.05 per week in
rent if working and earning the national minimum
wage.†† As social housing is subsidised, rent is set
considerably below the going market rate making it
affordable to low income households and in this
instance enabling this household type to have a
minimum essential standard of living when working
and earning the national minimum wage.

The VPSJ Minimum Essential Standard of Living (MESL)
research demonstrates how high housing costs can
put an acceptable standard of living beyond the reach
of many low income households.
During the late summer and autumn of this year, the
average monthly cost of renting a one bedroom
dwelling in Dublin was €1024.08.** The VPSJ research
shows that a single person would need to earn €15.15
per hour (based on a 37.5 hour week) to afford the
cost of a one bed dwelling and all other elements
required for an MESL. This is €6.00 above the current
national minimum wage rate and almost €1.00 higher
per hour than the earnings required this time last year
(€14.35 per hour), highlighting the growing demand
placed on individuals to pay rent and meet other living
costs. An individual would be unable to afford a MESL
when working full time and earning the national
minimum wage due to the high cost of private rented
accommodation.
The VPSJ research also shows that a one parent
household with an adolescent would need to earn
€18.05 per hour (based on a 37.5 hour week) to be
able to afford the average cost of a 2 bedroom
dwelling in Dublin and all other elements required for
a MESL. The average monthly cost of renting a two
bedroom dwelling in Dublin in the autumn of 2016
was €1290.10. Such high costs require earnings
significantly higher than the national minimum wage
and in this instance this household type would need
to earn €9.10 above the current national minimum
wage rate to be able to meet the cost of
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The majority of families becoming homeless have
never experienced homelessness before and did not
think this could happen to them. The high cost of
accommodation in the private rented sector very
clearly demonstrates the need for an affordable and
accessible social housing system for low income
households. Rising rents, the failure to develop
sufficient affordable housing in the social rented
sector and several years of austerity have combined
to create a housing crisis in Ireland, the most negative
consequence of which is unprecedented levels of
homelessness.
Homelessness is not only detrimental to the
individual, but to society as a whole. It is social
exclusion in an extreme form. It deprives people of
their dignity and robs children of their childhood.
It is important to remember that behind every figure
is a person without a home. This Christmas Day
approximately 2,500 children will not have a home.
They will be without a place to feel safe; without a
place to learn and grow and without a place to play.
A place to call home is a basic human right which
more and more people are denied each day in Ireland.
As a country we must ensure that this right is realised
by all.
Noreen Moloney, VPSJ
††
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Prayer and Reflection - Homelessness in Ireland Christmas 2016
Sharon’s Story
“Becoming homeless as a woman is shameful, degrading, fearful, stressful, emotional,” says
Sharon, a 40-year-old mother of three and grandmother of one. Every day she makes the
rounds of the voluntary drop-in centres, each offering something different: a shower, clothing,
a meal, a warm place to sit with a cup of tea. But a place to sleep is hard to find.
Like all the other homeless women, she must repeatedly ring the hostel freephone number
each day at 2.30pm, 4.30pm and, if there’s still no bed, 10.30pm to find out if she will be given
a bed, or a sleeping bag.
“Being homeless is a full-time job”, she says. “It’s a vicious circle. They make it really hard for
you to get out of that circle. Hostels should be emergency accommodation, not be a lifetime’s
existence . . . The hostels, actually, are scarier than the street. At least on the streets you
choose where you sleep and who you are sleeping beside.”
http://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/people/women-the-hidden-homeless-1.1632061

No Room in Bethlehem
Now it happened that at this time Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
made of the whole inhabited world. This census — the first — took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria, and everyone went to be registered, each to his own town. So Joseph set out
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee for Judae, to David’s town called Bethlehem since he was
of David’s House and line in order to be registered with Mary, his betrothed who was with
child. Now it happened that, while they were there the time came for her to have her child,
and she gave birth to a son, her first born. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him
in a manger because there was no room for them in the living space.
Luke 2: 1-7

Prayer for Those Who are Homeless
They are on our streets,
On buses and subways,
In classrooms, in shelters,
In doorways and back ways,
Lost, invisible, hungry, and hurting.
Lord God, give us the eyes to see
“The least of these”,
Your children without the security
Of calling any place “home”.
That single word would
Be a gift of the greatest worth,
A gift they can only imagine.
Lord God, help us remember
“Home” is more than
four walls and a roof;
It is warmth in a cold time,
It is comfort in a difficult world,
It is safety for their children.

Lord God, help us know
To be homeless is a hurt to the heart;
It constricts the soul,
both theirs and ours.
As we open ourselves
To your weary children,
We open ourselves to you.
Call us all to that place of solidarity,
Call us all home, Lord God,
Call us all home.
Amen.
Education for Justice

