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Prayer for systemic change 

We praise and thank you, O God, Creator of the Universe. 

You have made all things good and have given us the earth to cultivate. 

Grant that we may always use created things gratefully, 

and share them generously with those in need. 

Give us creativity in helping people experiencing poverty, illness or social 

exclusion meet their basic human needs. 

Open our minds and hearts so that we might stand at their side 

and assist them to change whatever unjust structures keep them poor. 

Enable us to be brothers and sisters to them, 

friends who walk with them 

in their struggle for fundamental human rights. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.                                                   

                                                                              AMEN 



Scripture Reading: Luke 11:37-46    

The Pharisees and the lawyers attacked.                                                                   

He had just finished speaking when a Pharisee invited him to dine at his house.  He went in 

and sat down at table.  The Pharisee saw this and was surprised that he had not first washed 

before the meal.   But the Lord said to him, „You Pharisees!  You clean the outside of the cup 

and plate, while inside yourselves you are filled with extortion and wickedness.  Fools!  Did not 

he who made the outside make the inside too?  Instead, give alms from what you have and, 

look, everything will be clean for you.  But alas for you Pharisees, because you pay your tithe 

of mint and rue and all sorts of garden herbs and neglect justice and the love of God!  These 

you should have practiced, without neglecting the others.  Alas for you Pharisees, because you 

like to take the seats of honour in the synagogues and to be greeted respectfully in the 

market squares! Alas for you, because you are like the unmarked tombs that people walk on 

without knowing it!‟    

A lawyer then spoke up „Master,‟ he said „when you speak like this you insult us too‟. But he 

said, „alas for you lawyers as well, because you load on people burdens that are unendurable, 

burdens that you yourselves do not touch with your fingertips‟.   

Introduction: 

In this Gospel text Jesus angrily attacks the officials of his day for their misuse of 

power and their preoccupation with protocol. Their unthinking actions lay unbearable 

burdens upon people. The role of authority is to prioritise the well-being of others. 

Our lives as Christians cannot be separated from politics. Love for others is not 

efficient if we don‟t intend to modify the causes of the situations in which they find 

themselves. 

On many occasions, St Vincent had to intervene in political issues in order to alleviate 

the sufferings of the poor. He became a public figure with great influence. During his 

life he was in contact with kings, queens, ministers, public authorities, noblemen, 

members of the highest church hierarchy, but also national and international figures. 

He called upon the powerful in order to be able to help the poorest. He knew that 

decisions made by the great affect the small. He took advantage of circumstances 

which enabled him to belong to the Council of Conscience of the Regent Queen Anne of 

Austria, mother of Louis XIV.  Moved by the misery he witnessed, he decided to act 

upon decision makers, because, just like today, political decisions cause hunger, wars 

and calamities. 

Two centurys later Frederic Ozanam pointed out-  

“The problem today is whether society will go for ever-increasing enjoyment and profit, or for 

everyone devoting themselves to the common good …  Many people have too much and still want 

more.  Others do not have enough, or do not have anything at all, and they want to take by 

force what is not being given to them.  A war is threatening between these two groups: on one 

side, the power of wealth; on the other, the force of desperation.  We must get in between 

these two groups, at least to reduce the impact if we cannot stop it.“ (Frederic Ozanam)   



 

 

Individual reflection, Sharing & Listening                                                                                                   

When we look at his actions, we see that St Vincent: 

- tackled causes that produced poverty 

- never took sides in political rivalries; but that did not mean he did not intervene 

- when justice, charity and compassion for the poor‟s suffering demanded it, “his 

personal vocation of  

  evangelization of the poor, and nothing else, made him intervene in affairs of a 

political nature”  (P. Corera, C.M.)                          

- practiced Christian charity while having a strong social conscience. 

Can you think of a similar situation in which you have acted politically on behalf of the 

poor? 

How does this speak to your Vincentian heart? 

Systemic change involves: 

 Using political processes to advocate for the poor 

 Recognising and building awareness of current social issues 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source (http://famvin.org/en – Commission for Promoting Systemic Change) 

 

The Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice, September 2009 

Vincentian Family Prayer 

Lord Jesus, you who willed to become poor, 

give us eyes and a heart directed toward the people in poverty; 

help us to recognize you in them- 

in their thirst, their hunger, their loneliness, and their misfortune. 

Enkindle within our Vincentian Family 

unity, simplicity, humility, 

and the fire of lovethat burned in St. Vincent de Paul. 

Strengthen us, so that, faithful to the practice of these virtues, we may contemplate 

you and serve you in people who struggle with poverty, and may one day be united with 

you and them in your Kingdom.                                                                                        

AMEN 

http://famvin.org/en

